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Delivered free to homes in Woodcote, Exlade Street and Crays Pond

CRICKET TEAM WIN SOUTH OXON CUP

Two Finals and Triple Winners

In a very busy month of matches we have contested
not one but two cup finals, winning one and losing
the other.

The win came in the South Oxon Cup on 31st July
when we travelled to the South Oxon League winners
Clifton Hampden and achieved a win by 33 runs.
Star of the match for Woodcote was Keagan
Sheppard who scored 80 runs. We were very pleased
that a large number of Woodcote supporters travelled
to the match helping to create a really good
atmosphere. We have now completed the remarkable
feat of winning this trophy for three consecutive
years.

In the Berkshire League T20 final we were less
fortunate, losing to a very strong Bracknell United by
6 wickets. Our opponents strong bowling had us in
trouble throughout and we were bowled out for 73.
We did well to take four Bracknell wickets with Tom
Brownlow taking 2 for 22. James Worsfold was
named the Player of the Match, his 27 in the
Woodcote innings being the highest score of the day.
Prior to that we had a comfortable 72-runs win in the
semi-final against Stratfield.

In the Berkshire League Premier Division, we have
won three and lost one match. Wins came against
Sandhurst by 9 wickets and in the local derbies
against Checkendon, by 59 runs and Peppard Stoke
Row by 6 wickets. Strangely, the defeat came at
home to Stratfield Turgis, a game we played at the
lovely Oratory Cricket Ground by invitation of the
school. We might have expected to raise our game
that day, but in the event we were under-par and
lost by 21 runs.

The 2nd XI in the Berkshire League Division 4B has
struggled recently and suffered some heavy defeats.
We lost to Goring by 61 runs, to Crowthorne &
Crown Wood by 39 runs and in an improved
performance, by 19 runs against Bracknell United
VI. Our Friendly XI has played two matches
achieving a win against Moreton, by 65 runs, as part
of the Moreton Beer Festival and a defeat, by 3 runs,
in our annual match against the Old Merchant
Taylors Tour Team. Joe Parkins, a new member this
season, took a hat-trick in this match (3 wickets in 3
balls).

Individual Performances

Batting:
e 80 - Keagan Sheppard v Clifton Hampden
e 71 -Jonny Clark v Stratfield Turgis
e 60 not out — Matt Webber v Peppard Stoke Row
e 57 - Ryan Van Heerden v Checkendon
¢ 53 not out — Richard Ashton v Moreton

e 50 not out - Simon Fuller v Old Merchant
Taylors

e 50 not out — Keagan Sheppard v Old Merchant
Taylors

¢ 44 not out — Joel Pridmore v Stratfield Turgis
e 42 —Jonny Clark v Peppard Stoke Row

¢ 41 not out — Joel Pridmore v Moreton

e 40 - Jez Mayo v Checkendon

Bowling:
e 4 for 17 — Keagan Sheppard v Checkendon

e 3 for 11 — Aeden Griggs v Crowthorne & Crown
Wood
Continued on page 5



COMMENT FROM ST. LEONARD’S

All through the vegetable plot that is in my garden,
you can see that harvest time is approaching.

Harvest Festival is a tradition that stretches back
centuries, with celebrations rooted in different
cultures. In ancient Egypt, offerings were made to
the Nile River, considered the source of life and
bountiful harvests. The Jewish festival of Sukkot
commemorates the harvest and the Israelites'
wandering in the wilderness after their escape from
Egypt. In many European countries, Harvest Festival
is a time for community gatherings, feasting, and
expressing thanks for a successful harvest.

As we gather our harvest this year, let us not only be
thankful for the abundance of food that nourishes
our bodies, but also for the many blessings that
enrich our lives. From the warmth of the sun to the
abundance of rain that we have had, to the tireless
work of farmers, from the fertile soil to the supportive
community around us. We have much to be grateful
for.

However, this Harvest Festival is also an important
reminder of the millions of people worldwide and
here in the UK who are experiencing food insecurity
and hunger. This Harvest festival, if you feel able to,
please consider contributing to our food bank
collection, where we are putting together nutritious,
non-perishable foods to support people in Reading.
Also, if you are in need, or are concerned about a
loved one, with regards to food poverty, please do
contact us. We are here to listen, support and
signpost however we can.

We also warmly welcome everyone to join us for a
special Harvest Festival service on Sunday 6th
October at 9:45. The service will include beautiful
music, inspiring readings, and a special offering to
support our local food bank. We look forward to
celebrating the season of gratitude with you! In this
spirit of giving, may our hearts overflow with
compassion and our actions reflect the true meaning
of this special season, of Harvest.

You may find this guide, put together by a registered
nutritionist and representative from the World
Health Organisation Fides Programme, helpful for
donating to the foodbank, for ensuring donations are
nutritious and supportive for individuals and
families.

Nutritious Donations for Foodbank:
e Tinned fish, like salmon, without skin or bones.
¢ Tinned vegetables in water (with no added salt).
e Tinned fruit in water (with no added sugar).

e Whole grains such as oats, brown rice and
pasta.

e Nuts, seeds, and legumes are great source of
vitamins, minerals and fibre.

e Herbs and spices serve as a wonderful injection
of flavour, whilst possessing a long shelf life.

e Fermented foods such as sauerkraut and

kimchi, which will last and also support gut
health.

e Long life dairy products, such as whole milk,
dairy free alternatives, such as unsweetened
almond, soy and oat milk.

o Tea, coffee and herbal teas like peppermint,
green tea, chamomile and redbush.

o Toiletries are also important donations for
supporting hygiene and wellbeing. Soap,
shampoo, conditioner, deodorants, sanitary
items and toilet rolls are often things that those
most in need have difficulties accessing, so
please donate these also.

“We plough the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,

but it is fed and watered

by God’s almighty hand.

God sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes, and the sunshine,
and soft refreshing rain.”

God bless, Reverend David Benskin

Team vicar for the Langtree Team
revdbenskin@gmail.com, 01491 550367

September Services at St. Leonard’s

We are delighted to offer the following services offer
this month. You are most welcome to attend any or
all of them. Please know you are welcome also to
bring people with you.
Sunday 1st September

e 8.00 am Holy Communion

e 9.45 am Parish Communion

Sunday 8th September
e 8.00 am Holy Communion
e 9:45 am SLOW church on the Village green

Sunday 15th September
e 8.00 am Holy Communion
e 9:45 Open doors

Sunday 22nd September
e 8.00 am Holy Communion
e 9.45 am Parish Communion

On each 4th Sunday of the month, we will be having
some space within the service, for children to have
some special crafts and activities to learn more about
God and the Bible.

Sunday 29th September
e 10:30 am Team services at Ipsden

Online Services

We continue with our online service of Night Prayer
every Tuesday at 8.30 pm on Zoom. This follows the
ancient monastic pattern of Compline and lasts for
about 20 minutes. Join us from the comfort of your
home with a hot drink as we finish the day with
prayer. A warm welcome awaits.

In the pouch of the church right now we have we
have a small book stall with some puzzles for sale.
Please do come in and have a look, sometimes we
have jams and over things. Come in and have a little
look.
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Congratulations to the cricket team
on their cup success.

On the 18th of September, the
parish council will be hosting an
event for villagers to help reduce
speeding through Woodcote. I'd like to encourage
everyone to attend.

Hopefully many of you are busy preparing entries for
the craft and produce show at the fete on the 14th.

Nick

X DROSHIRE

Find out about Community Speed Watch
Wed, 18th September, 19:00
Function Room, Village Hall

Guest Speakers from:
Thames Valley Police &
Crays Pond Goring Heath Community Speedwatch

STAY ON THE LEVEL

Parking on pavements or verges causes
dangers for pedestrains.

Don’t obstruct driveways of dropped kerbs.
It’s dangerous to pedestrains with access
issues.

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information printed in this paper, the Editor and
Committee cannot accept responsibility for the contents of
advertisements or any errors that may occur. Opinions
expressed are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or Committee.

PUBLISHER INFORMATION

Editor: Nick Kolpin [via email]

Articles for inclusion: to the editor by email to:
wood-co@runbox.com, or letters may be handed in at
the library. To be received by the 12th of the
preceding month.

Advertisers: To place an advertisement, please
email wood-co@runbox.com for details of prices and
how to produce your ad in our house style. The
deadline for payment and your finished
advertisement is the 12th of the preceding month.

Small Ads and Announcements: £5 for three lines.

Photographs: Photos should be unedited and as
high a resolution as possible (at least S00kB). Please
email them as attachments to wood-co@runbox.com

Advertising: Claire Jones 07789 190463
Treasurer: Helen Baker 07047 097787
Production: Dan Oldfield 01491 681962
Distribution: Trevor Back 01491 680617
Printer: C Z Services 07860 630865

Cover Design: Rob Spencer

The Woodcote Correspondent is on the Village
website at tinyurl.com/Woodcote-Correspondent

Note: The Woodcote Correspondent is edited,
produced and distributed by volunteers.

OUR TREES
NEED You!

Ways you can help:
* Bonus waterer: Carry some water with you on your
way out for a walk or if you are passing and have a
bottle of water please consider watering a tree with it!
« Adopt a tree waterer: Please consider adopting a tree
near your home and giving it a regular water with your
hose pipe or watering can.
¢ Champion Waterer: If you would be able to dedicate
time or have a way to move water to some of our
harder to reach trees please do get in touch and we
can put you to work.

Woodcote parish council


mailto:wood-co@runbox.com
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1st Goring Heath

We’'re looking for volunteers to:

Run activities with our young people
Lead our scout group
Manage our facilities
No skills or qualifications needed, just a smile and a give it a go attitude.
Get in touch
Head to: 1stgoringheath.org.uk
Talk to us at the Woodcote Fete on 14th September.

-
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25t Boring Heath

WOODCOTE

COMMUNITY CENTRE

AFFORDABLE VENUE HIRE - FROM £7/HOUR
PRIVATE, SECURE GARDEN

COMMUNITY COFFEE SHOP

ONLINE BOOKING

KEY-LESS ACCESS

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

GREAT FOR PARTIES, MEETINGS, REMEARSALS, CRAFTING ETC.

WOODCOTECC.ORG.UK

4 bookings@woodcotecc.org.uk

D J SCOTT ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
Your Local Electrician

o All aspects of Electrical work undertaken
e Free no obligation quotes
e NICEIC Part P Registered

Call Daniel on — 07834365331

www.djscottelectrical.com

Email- info@djscottelectrical.com WIQES ==
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CRICKET TEAM WIN SOXON CUP

Continued from front page

e 3 for 19 — Callum Ahmed v Crowthorne & Crown

Wood

e 3 for 22 — Rakesh Patel v Bracknell United VI
e 3 for 33 — Joe Parkins v Old Merchant Taylors

(hat-trick)

Pete Aldridge Memorial Match and Picnic on
The Green

e Woodcote V The Red Lion
e Sunday lst September
¢ Cricket starts at 1.30 pm
Please come along and support this annual end-of-

summer event. We are hoping for the usual bumper
turn out. BBQ food will be on sale.

Fixtures in September

e Saturday 14th: Ist XI v Silchester (away)

Berkshire League Premier 1.00 pm

e Sunday 15th: Friendly XI v Whitchurch (home)




Woodcote spectators
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rrb mortimer burnett

Chartered Accountants & Business Consultants

New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortmerburnett.co.uk
www.mortimerburnett,co.uk
The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RGE 9DD
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OXFORDSHIRE BASEL

LAUNCHING SUMMER 2024

» Ciear, expert advice « Exceptional chent core

« 20 years experience « Fixed fees with no hidden
charges
« Normal, approachoabie
and easy to understond « Baspoke personal service

Tel 07849 230691
Emait info@fomilymotters-ox.co.uk
www.familymattars-ox.co.uk
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NEW COURSE

Ihursday 12.45pm @
3 8ep 24 Octl §
Coring

Book vian emall or phone
vanessa®@lhreapillarsolhealth.co.uk
Vanesss Manaergh m.07906 186912
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SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT
COUNCIL

Councils purchase 45 homes for those in need

A new era for genuinely affordable, high-quality,
council-owned housing has begun in South
Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse.

It is over 20 years since the last council houses were
sold in the districts and house prices and rents have
spiralled. Now South Oxfordshire and Vale of White
Horse District Councils are tackling the problem
head-on.

The first of 45 homes being purchased and
refurbished for those in the highest level of housing
need are now ready for people to move in as phase
one of the councils’ drive to become long-term social
landlords for local residents.

Once purchases are completed on the homes (27 in
South Oxfordshire, 18 in the Vale) they are then
renovated and furnished ready to become a stable
home for as long as people need them.

This move has been largely funded by immediately
available grants that are intended to initially support
those in high housing need, including families fleeing
conflict in places such as Ukraine and Afghanistan,
and can then be used to support long-term housing
need in the local community.

Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers, Cabinet Member for
Housing, South Oxfordshire District Council said:
“Making use of this national funding was an
incredible opportunity to tackle two issues: the
immediate and urgent need to find homes for people
fleeing conflict, and the long-term need to provide
members of our local communities with a supply of
good quality, genuinely affordable homes. Energy
efficient measures such as new combi boilers and
double glazing will help to keep energy bills as low as
possible.

“Not only are we using external grant funding, we are
also contributing money to buy these homes to help
with our district’s housing issues in the long term.
Ultimately, this process will be much more cost-
effective than having to deal with homelessness
issues in the future.”

Councillor Sue Caul, Cabinet Member for Housing,
Vale of White Horse District Council said: “Becoming
social landlords once more will help us to help those
in most need within the Vale. We’re determined to
help improve people’s living situations and make the
most of all opportunities to do that. Using the
funding to help build up a stock of council-owned
affordable homes will ensure people on lower
incomes can live and thrive here.

“We’re delighted to see the properties refurbished
and freshly decorated, ready to provide a welcoming
home for those who need it most, both now and into
the future.”

In the longer-term, these properties will support the
councils’ Housing Delivery Strategy to provide access
to suitable, affordable homes for local people. This
will help the councils address a long-term issue of
the availability of affordable housing for people in



South Oxfordshire and the Vale, which are expensive
places to rent or buy on the open market.

The councils support refugees across a number of
schemes including Homes for Ukraine, Afghan
Relocations and Assistance Policy scheme, Afghan
Citizens Resettlement scheme, UK Resettlement
Schemes and the Hong Kong British National
(Overseas) visa scheme.

Free places at green skills courses available for
South and Vale residents

More than 80 fully funded places are available on
eco-friendly home improvement courses for people
based in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse
districts.

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Councils have partnered with Abingdon & Witney
College, O=xLEP (Oxfordshire Local Enterprise
Partnership) and education charity SOFEA to upskill
local residents and businesses.

The councils have funded 82 places for ‘green’
building and construction courses from the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund. These courses at Abingdon
and Witney College, include Installation and
Maintenance of Heat Pumps, Understanding Domestic
Retrofit and general awareness courses.

The councils have also contributed funding to OXLEP
and SOFEA’s ‘No Limits’ programme, designed to
offer support for residents into green skills training
and employment. The programme includes
assistance for those who need help to get a job,
including free laptops and mobile phones to develop
digital skills as well as travel grants for those
needing financial help to get to work, school or
college. A full-time member of staff will be on hand to
help with any queries and offer advice.

Councillor Robin Bennett, South Oxfordshire District
Council Cabinet Member for Economic Development
and Regeneration, and Deputy Leader, said: “Many of
us would like to adapt our homes to use less energy,
or would like to generate our own using renewables,
to reduce both our climate change impact and our
household bills. Many homes will need new types of
heating systems, such as heat pumps. Having people
with the right skills is vital to make this a reality,
and I'm happy that the council is working with some
great local organisations to provide a variety of
opportunities to learn.”

Councillor Bethia Thomas, Vale of White Horse
District Council Leader and Cabinet Member for
Climate Action, said: “These green courses are
designed to help residents and businesses to gain
essential skills and knowledge to excel in the green
skills sector, playing a crucial role in creating a
sustainable future.”

Jacqui Canton, Principal and Chief Executive at
Abingdon & Witney College said “We are thrilled to
launch this initiative, offering free courses that will
empower individuals with essential skills in green
technology. At the heart of our education is the
vision ‘Be You Be Extraordinary,” where everyone
achieves more than they believe is possible. This
initiative underscores our commitment to enhancing

employability and supporting a sustainable future for
our community.”

Sally Andreou, Skills Hub Manager at OxXLEP, said:
“Ensuring our businesses are able to benefit from a
top-class and well-trained workforce is a key priority
for OXLEP. Therefore, the fully-funded provision to be
delivered by Abingdon and Witney College means our
construction sector will continue to be in a superior
position, meeting the demands of a greener future
and even support the county to capitalise on the
opportunities the green economy will present.

“We would encourage residents across South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse to take
advantage of this fantastic opportunity.”

Taraji Ogunnubi, ‘No Limits’ Programme Manager at
SOFEA said: “Our partnership to offer fully funded
green skills courses is a vital step towards building a
resilient, eco-friendly future. At SOFEA, we are
committed to empowering our community through
education, sustainable practices, and direct support.

“In addition to education, SOFEA operates food
larders across Oxfordshire, which serve as key
community hubs. These larders not only help in
addressing food insecurity but also facilitate regular
engagement with residents, providing them with
opportunities to learn about and participate in green
initiatives.

“By equipping local residents and businesses with
the skills necessary for eco-friendly developments
and engaging them through our larders, we are
enhancing employability and driving significant
environmental change. We encourage everyone to
seize this opportunity to become pioneers in the
green economy, transforming their homes and
workplaces and community into models of
sustainability.”

For more information visit https://abingdon-
witney.ac.uk/free-courses-in-green-skills-and-care.

WALLINGFORD PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

The Wallingford Photographic Club
(wallingfordphoto.club) is on summer break but
returns for an exhibition and a new season in
September. Come along and join our informal and
inclusive group of enthusiasts and amateurs as we
start our new weekly programme of talks,
presentations, competitions and practical sessions.
We discuss a wide range of topics, not just technical,
including getting feedback on your photos if you’re
keen to show them. We meet on Thursdays from
730pm at Crowmarsh Pavilion, and we’ll have a few
sessions online (later in the season) where we make
the most of speakers from far away.

On 19th September the season begins with our
welcome evening including an introduction to the
club, programme, committee and membership, and
we have a local guest photographer Benji Walker
presenting some ‘Ilive music’ photography. On the
26th, Robert Harvey joins us to show and discuss
effective use of lenses ranging from long telephotos to
fish-eyes and stitched panoramas to capture the
most impact.
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+Building Solutions Limited.

¥ Extensions
¥ Alterations

¥ Refurbish ]

v Pating R The complete
¥ Brickwork building service
¥ Larpantry

¥ Floor & wall finlshes

TEL. 01491 680 389 / 07956 966 089

ADVANCED PEST CONTROL

of Ewelme m’:‘;"‘ ;
Established 1970 =S
/ \ S
HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS
wasps, rats, mice, rabbits, cluster flies
and all other insects
dealt with promptly
Lee Carrington
Field View, 97 The Street
Crowmarsh Gifford Tel: 01491 835610
Wallingford Mobile: 07970 010214

@

V") “Beacon Flooring
A Family Run Business
Carpet Wood

Karndean Vinyl

Free fitting on carpet orders over £150

16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

STUARTS HOME DECORATING
PAINTER & DECORATOR

FULLY INSURED & RELIABLE

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

HOME DECORATION

Woodcote
South Oxfordshire

Tel. 07976431697

nozeyparker5@gmail.com

WOODCOTE VOLUNTEERS
Tea Party for our clients

The new Tea Parties are proving very popular with
our clients. In October, they are re-starting with
plans for a new activity. We are putting on a bingo
session (with small prizes!) and are very pleased to
have the services of lan Adams to be the caller. It will
be a lot of fun!

Tea Parties are held for our clients on the first
Wednesday of each month from 2.30pm - 4.00pm at
the Community Centre in Woodcote. We provide tea
and home-made cakes and there is no charge. You
can enjoy a new activity each month and will have
time for a chat to other clients and volunteers.

Please let us know several days in advance if you
need a lift.

Please note, there will be no tea party in September
due to volunteer holidays. We will recommence on
Wednesday 2nd October and look forward to seeing
many of our clients there.

Blue Badges

Remember, we have a team of volunteers who are
helping those clients that are eligible and have all the
correct documentation to apply for their own blue
badges if they don’t already have one. If you are a
client who struggles with their mobility and does not
already have a blue badge, please contact our office,
ask for our secretary to contact you and we will try to
help.

New Volunteers

We would like to say a huge thank you and welcome
two new volunteer drivers to our team. One may
already be known as she is returning after a period
of ill health, Pat, and the other is new to our team,
Mel. They will be an enormous help and are looking
forward to their first drive!

Woodcote Fete

We have a stand at the fete and are looking forward
to greeting lots of people there. Whether you are
wishing to find out more about us, want to find out
about volunteering or a client stopping for a chat, we
will be very pleased to speak to you.

Date for your diary...

Some advance notice of our fundraising coffee
morning being held at Woodcote Community Centre
on Saturday, Sth October from 10 am to 12.30 pm.
We have a number of volunteer drivers who can
bring you to the coffee morning if you need a lift.
However, we do need at least a week’s notice, please.

To Finish...

If you could help in any way, we would love to hear
from you! Please go to our website to find out more
about the various roles and how to contact us.

If you need a driver, please give us at least three
days’ notice as it can be hard to find someone at the
last minute, but we will always try!

To book a driver, call 01491 681171 giving as much
notice as  possible. To  volunteer, email:



info@woodcotevolunteers.org.uk. Find out more
about us at www.woodcotevolunteers.org.uk or
www.facebook.com /woodcotevolunteers. For general
enquiries, call 01491 681171.

WOODCOTE FOOTBALL CLUB

The football club has had a busy pre-season
preparing for the start of the league season in late
August. So far seven friendlies have taken place with
the following results:

e Burghfield, drew 2 - 2
Henley Town, won 4 - 1
Woodley United, lost 6 - 5
Kintbury Rangers, won 5 - 0
Wallingford & Crowmarsh, lost 5 - 2
Steventon, won 12 - 0
Mortimer, won S - 2

The defeats against Woodley and Wallingford were
against teams who play in higher leagues.

The first team, led once again by Chris Bark, will be
playing in the Premier Division of the Thames Valley
Premier League after leaving the North Berks League
at the end of last season. The Development Team,
again under the leadership of Chairman, Pete
McAlister, will continue to play in the North Berks
League Division 2. All the signs are that we will have
a good supply of players including a very promising
crop of teenagers.

Woodcote v Wallingford

@ john douglass

& john douglass

Woodcote v Mortimer
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WOODCOTE RALLY 2024 — REPORT

New location: Ipsden. Off Church Lane. Thanks to
farmer Roland!

New site layout. Thanks to Martin Allwright for
planning this!

Being a new field we had a few issues during the set-
up week as things didn’t quite go to plan as we had
expected. We had to move the main ring from where
we thought it should be and then we had to move the
vehicle lines so that we could fit in the country area.
One trader who had booked a 15 feet spot said they
couldn’t fit their stand in where we’d allocated them
but then they realised they should have booked 15
metres! Still, we overcame the difficulties and
managed to fit everything in.

Although in a completely new location, thousands of
people visited the 58th Woodcote Rally on the 13th
and 14th July. The Rally is undoubtedly the biggest
event in Woodcote's calendar and probably of this
type, in South Oxfordshire. This year’s event rose to
the occasion. With a vast number of attendees
through the gates, the team had their work cut out
to make sure everything ran smoothly and ensure
people were safe and having a good time. They
definitely did! Despite the challenge of having a
smaller footprint than recent years, the Rally
Committee and many volunteers worked hard to
deliver an event jammed packed with fun things to
do for all the family. Many people gave feedback that
the smaller footprint, in fact, enhanced the event as
it was so much easier to get around between the
different areas.

The weather was fine with very little rain and didn’t
affect the event. This was good because we’d had
some very heavy rain during the set-up week and
then during the break-down on the Monday after the
Rally. (Yes, it takes a week to set up the Rally Field
but only a day to take it down!)

Friday night saw the locals descend on the bar area
(this year run by Bootleg Bars). There was live music
provided by several local bands, and the food stalls
were in full swing.

On Saturday and Sunday, the main action took place
inside the ring with shows of classic cars,
motorbikes, tractors, commercial and military
vehicles and steam engines and many games and
races. A highlight was when the ring was opened up
so that people had the opportunity to drive some of
the steam engines. We had a working tractor area
demonstrating all sorts of vintage farming activities.
The vehicle class winners were delighted with their
winning positions and are listed below.

On Saturday and Sunday mornings we had a flying
display of birds of prey from Hawkwalk (thanks
David), and they also had a permanent display in the
craft and country area throughout the weekend.

In the craft and trade areas it was great to welcome
back lots of previous exhibitors, and to welcome
many new ones. There was a wide variety of stalls,
both in the trade areas and the craft marquee, and
lots of food outlets available to suit all tastes. In the
country area an assortment of traditional skills was
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being demonstrated and proved to be popular all
weekend. The fairground and children’s areas
including the farm animals seemed as popular as
ever.

Many exhibitors and stallholders commented that
Woodcote Rally is the best organised event they
attend each year. There were loads of positive
comments about how well the Rally is organised and
marshalled. Many were so impressed that they have
already booked their space for next year.

The Rally wouldn't be possible without the fantastic
group of volunteers we have. The Committee work
hard throughout the year to plan the best event
possible and there are so many people behind the
scenes bringing that plan to life. From the Marshals
to the Cadets, to the people that provide food for the
Marshals (thanks Cabin Mum's and others), they all
come together to make the Rally work with the
primary goal of raising as much money as possible
for local groups and charities. Everyone that came
through the gates contributed to this amazing cause
and that’s why the Committee worked so hard to
make each year’s Rally better than the last.

Many thanks too to the pupils of Langtree School
and to the members of Checkendon Brownies for
their excellent efforts of litter picking after the
weekend had finished and we’d finished the break-
down.

Last year the Committee were able to donate £25,000
to local groups and charities (bringing the total since
1964 to £532,000) and we hope that, with your input
this year, we will be able to add significantly to this
total. We shall update you when we have done all the
profit and loss calculations and confirm this year’s
donation!

The dates for next year are the 12th and 13th July so
please put them in your diary/calendar so as not to
miss out.

We are always looking for new volunteers and/or
committee members. Please do get in touch if you'd
like to get involved in this very rewarding activity.
Contact: director@woodcoterally.org.uk.

Andy Crockett; Publicity Officer, Woodcote Rally
publicity@woodcoterally.org.uk




WOODCOTE RALLY — 13™and 14™ JULY 2024

A Charity Fund Raising Event for Local Organisations

Class

A. Large Steam

B. Vintage Tractors

B. Classic Tractors
C. Stationery Engines

D. Small Commercial
Vehicles

D. Large Commercial
Vehicles

E. Veteran Car

E. Vintage Car

K. Classic Cars over
1940-1972

F. Historic
Motorcycles over

40 years old

F. Motorcycles 1940-
1980

M. Military

S. Steam Models

Exceptional Exhibit,
Victorian period
onwards

Military Display

Judges Choice of
Special Exhibit

RALLY TROPHY WINNERS

Award

Ran Hawthorne
Memorial Shield

Dick Vernon
Memorial
Award

NatWest Trophy
Allum Award

Dave Sarney
Memorial Cup

Ray Main
Memorial Cup

George Ballard
Award

Morland Cup
Castrol
Research Cup
The Albert
Goldsmith

Award

The White Lion
Cup

Main's Motors
Military Cup

Autovolks
Trophy

Paul Harrison
Award
Evening Post

Cup

S B Engineering
Special Award

Winner

Michael Crump

Dave Deakin

F G Rumsey

Wayne Coker

Andy Bennett

Ron Mobbs

John Breakspear

Eamonn
Galligan
Keith Rance

Jim Martin

Sean Brennan

Keith Orpin

Derik Farrow

Nick Sanders

Nivelle
Company, ACF

Nick Sanders
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Vehicle

1920 Marshall 7nhp General
Purpose Traction Engine

1936 Farmall F12

1963 Fordson Super Manor
1929 Lister J

1934 Bedford WHG BMC 838

1952 Bedford O Type UVS 189

1972 Ford Mustang

1936 Singer Le Mans Special
Speed
1952 MG TD

New Imperial 23

1976 Kawasaki 2900

DMO 922 1942 Dodge WCS51

Burrel Road Loco

Inne Chaff Cutter

Modern display and cadettes
on parade

International Sail Reeper



J & L LANDSCAPING

FENCING, PATIOS and DRIVES, ROOF REPAIRS
GENERAL BUILDING, TURFING. REPLACEMENT
OF FACIA BOARDS, SOFITS and GUTTERING
PHONE: 01491-681367 or 07961-882281
Email: jimmyhearn69@hotmail.com

Free Quotations
FAST and FRIENDLY SERVICE

= Y

R Hazell Recycling Waste
Licence Waste Carrier - CB/QP3698MJ
Waste Management Licence No. WML86315
4yd skip - £170 + VAT
6yd skip - £240 + VAT
8yd skip - £290 + VAT
12yd skip - £390 + VAT
Roll On/Roll Off Skips Also Available

Ring 01491 699101

LOCKSMITH SERVICE @==

Locks changed, fitted, repaired & opened.
UPVC door lock repairs, handles & cylinders
Yale locks, mortice deadlocks, window locks.

Over 35 years of experience. Free quotations

07710 409216
www.acgservices.co.uk

ACG O Nl b
SERVICES

Office: 3 Wayside Graen, Woodcote Oxon RGE OPR

Hroprietor fchard Homoen

Professional Local Cleaner

End of Tenancy, Builders, One off,
Moving In /Moving Out Cleans

Call Carol: 07782373434
Email: vaiseycarol@gmail.com

Honest, Reliable, Trustworthy, Competitive & Friendly
Fixed Weekly Hourly Rates.
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WOODCOTE CONSERVATION GROUP

The wonder of trees

This month we are turning our spotlight on two
species in the Sorbus family that can be seen around
the village, rowan and whitebeam. Both thrive in
calcareous or slightly acidic soils, so are suited to the
Chilterns where a cap of clay overlies the chalk hills.

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) grows almost anywhere,
even rocky hillsides hence its other name, Mountain
Ash. It is commonly found in the woods, particularly
in scrub and woodland edges as it prefers open,
sunny positions, but it is also widely planted as a
street or garden tree. A slender, deciduous tree with
steeply ascending branches, mature rowan trees can
grow to 15 m in height and can live for up to 200
years.

Rowan leaves are divided pinnately into leaflets (like
a feather), with 5-8 pairs of leaflets arranged
opposite to each other, plus one 'terminal' leaflet at
the end. Each leaflet is long, oval and toothed.
Rowan flowers are less than 1 cm across and borne
in large, flattened and heavily scented heads up to
15 cm across. The creamy flowers appear in May and
provide pollen and nectar for bees and other
pollinating insects.

Rowan berries ripen considerably earlier than the
other Sorbus species, so you may have seen them
already. Berries are round, 6-9 mm, yellow at first
and maturing to orange or red depending on weather
and soil conditions. They are a rich source of
autumn food for birds, especially the blackbird,
mistle thrush, redstart, redwing, song thrush,
fieldfare and waxwing.

Rowan berries are edible to humans when cooked.
They are sour but rich in vitamin C and can be used
to make a tart jelly which is a traditional
accompaniment to cold meat. Did you know that

Situated within Woodcote Primary School,

The Cabin is a caring preschool that encourages a
passion for education, artistic expression, and
discovery in a warm and secure setting designed for
children aged 2 to 5 years.

« Safe and Secure Environment.

« Sensory Outdoor Play Area including a Mud
Kitchen, Wildlife garden, Water Play, and a sit-in
Sandpit.

Hot Lunch available to order.

Play-Based Learning with Enrichment Activities.
Monster Phonics Foundation for EYFS.

Makaton trained staff. 4
Grant funded 2 and 3 year old places available. )

e




squeezing some fresh rowan berry juice into a G&T
makes a convincing alternative to Angostura bitters?

Associated with mythology and symbolism, rowan
was once widely planted by houses as a protection
against witches. The colour red was considered to be
the best colour for fighting evil, and so the rowan’s
bright red berries have been associated with magic
and witches. The wood was used for stirring milk to
prevent the milk curdling, and as a pocket charm
against rheumatism. It was also used to make
divining rods and is the preferred wood for making
wands.

Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) is usually found in light
woodland and, with yew, is one of the earliest
colonisers of chalk scrub often then surviving the
development into woodland. The compact and
domed trees are often seen in the woods on the
Chiltern escarpment, but it is also a popular
ornamental tree, with lovely blossom and russet
autumn leaves. Take a minute to admire the trees at
the junction of Medill Close and Wayside Green next
time you are passing.

Whitebeam flowers and fruits are similar to those of
rowan trees but its deciduous leaves, which appear
in late April, are most distinctive. Dark green on top,
the thick, oval, serrated-edged leaves are covered in
white, felt-like hairs underneath. When the leaves
first unfold, they look like magnolia flowers and, in a
breeze, the whole tree appears grey. In late
September they turn gold or a rich russet colour, but
the pale underside remains obvious when fallen.

Sorbus wood is tough, strong, fine grained and
coloured white to yellow grey. It turns and engraves
well and was traditionally used for making tool
handles, cog wheels, and gun stocks. Additionally,
whitebeam was used to make knife handles, spoons
and billiard cues.

We hope you enjoy our articles in the Correspondent.
Woodcote Conservation Group run events
throughout the year about the wildlife and green
spaces around the village. We also meet on the third
Saturday of most months for a ‘green gym’ session at
Greenmoor Ponds or Tidmore Pool. For more
information about our activities and how to become a
member, come and talk to us at the village fete or see
our website https:/ /woodcotecg.org.uk/.

\ L(:I\\) 250 variet;’es and colours

of basket & patio plants
§ all grown on the nursery
i : N HANGING BASKET
§ SPECIALISTS
&
! ?mdq. g e
I\ P =
Seasonal Opening: Apnil-July & Saptember-November PERENNIALS,
7 days a week - See website for detalls CLIMBERS & SHRUBS

e: andy@puralyplaniz.couk 01491 833 831 w: www.purelyplants.co.uk

Purely Plants Nursery, 142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire 0X10 OLU
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

As the summer holidays draw to a close, we have
been busy juggling autumn bookings at the hall.
With many of the regular users returning to their
activities after the summer break, and many new
hirers, the range of activity which takes place at the
hall never ceases to amaze. The Village Hall is quite
possibly the hardest working building in Woodcote!

To help hirers plan their events and activities at the
hall we have a range of useful documents available
on the Village Hall website
www.woodcotevillagehall.com. These include notes
on Event Planning, Housekeeping, Fire Safety and
Emergency, Serving Alcohol and more... In addition,
we also have a new Hirers Folder available to hand in
the hall with an aim to provide all the answers to any
last-minute questions hirers may have. We hope this
helps to make using the hall as smooth and easy as
possible.

We have also been busy finalising our schedule of
autumn events which include a mixture of top-
quality comedy, film, jazz and of course the return of
the autumn food fair. A list of diary dates can be
seen below, full details and booking information for
all events can be found on the village hall web page:
www.woodcotevillagehall.com/news-and-events/.
Friday 27th September:
e Laughter Craft Comedy Night

e With TV comedians Stephen Bailey and Matt
Richardson

e Nearly sold out!

Saturday Sth October
e The Fall Guy (2024)
e Doors open 7pm, film sarts 7.30pm.

Saturday 19th October:
e Gypsy Jazz

e Fillip Dall ‘Asta The Hot Club of Tenerife’ with
Ducato Piotrowski and Nick Lenner-Webster.

Sunday 27th October:
e Woodcote Food Fair, 10.30am - 2.30pm

Friday 15th November:
e Goring Community Jazz Club

Film Night:

And finally, we have a new 10-week literature class
starting in the Function Room on Tuesday 17th
September. The class will run every Tuesday from
10.30am -12.30pm with Dr Caroline Kanerick
leading the discussions based around five books
under the theme of Theatre and Novel. The cost for
the 2-hour, 10-week Course is £90. If you would like
to find out more, please contact ckanerick@aol.com
or paulinetwyman@gmail.com.

As always, if you have any queries in relation to the
Village Hall events or hire, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch. You can contact us via email
woodcotevillagehall@outlook.com or call
07929 203096.

We hope to see you soon!



WOODCOTE VILLAGE FETE

14th Sep 12-5pm W@@%@@?E EEW

After many months of planning, this year’s Village
Fete is almost here and will be held on Saturday
14th September 12-Spm. This charity event raises '/

money for our village hall and provides a fun day Programme
out for all members of the community. The -
programme accompanying this article is a handy

X - . 9.00 - 11.00 Exhibitor Staging
guide as to what will be happening and when!

11.00 -12.30 Judging (HALL CLOSED)
A big shout out to this year’s fabulous sponsors: udging
The Booker family at Church Farm, The Oratory 12.00 St Leonard’s Church Bells
School and Soha Housing! Without their support the ; g 2
fete could not go ahead. 12.30 - 1.30 Live Music — Cold Harbour

7

Please turn up on the day to support the fete. We 1.00 Hall Open to Public

would also love as many of you as possible to enter 1.00 - 3.00 Acoustic Music in the Hall:

our produce and craft show. The entry form is i >
available on our website woodcotefete@gmail.com Clare Mayo, Ivor McGurk, Neil Warren
for those who haven’t got a form already. We are 1.00 - 3.00 Meet the Reptiles

always amazed at the amount of talent and | 1.30 — 2.15 Dog Show

creativity in the village.

Please note that although many traders now have 2.15-245 Silly Races (hosted by Cabin)

card machines it’s always helpful to bring some 2.45 - 3.30 Live Music - Baum, Maggs & Taylor
cash with you if you can. ’
3.00 - 3.45 Jester Giggles’ Magic Show (Inside)
We are hoping the weather will be kind to us, fingers BEe & ?
crossed for sunshine (although perhaps not quite as 4.00 Prize Giving
hot as last year...) but rain or shine we will carry on . . ;
regardless! 4.15 Raffle Prizes and Auction
See you there! The Fete Team 4.30- 5.00 Tug of War
5.00 Close

Heating, Plumbing

Woodcote Village Rall Regisiered (harify No, 34393

and Bathroom Installations
Neil McDougall

< Local plumber
< Over 30 years experience MADE TO MEASURE
S 0% fas Ragiwtorad urtains, Blinds, Cushion Covers et
at Competitive Prices
Call CAROLINE on 07815 610007

< Free estimates

Phone 01491 680141

mcdougalineil@yahoo.com

PRINTING

STATIONERY

CZ sErvICES

POSTERS e MULTI-PART INVOICE SETS Call: 07860 630 865
BROCHURES s COMPLETE FINISHING SERVICE  cz.services3@outlook.com
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THE CASE OF THE OLYMPIC OPENING
CEREMONY

I watch a lot of the Olympics, but not normally the
opening ceremony. It’s long, a lot of it is rather
boring, and I know that it’s going to feature various
contemporary cultural icons which, given my
advanced years, are likely to mean absolutely
nothing to me. This Lady Gaga, for example. Who or
what is she? A singer? It would appear not. Is she
really a Lady? Is there a Lord Gaga? Was she
actually christened Gaga or is it a nickname given
her because she’s a bit, well... gaga.

So, I wasn’t going to watch it this time round, but my
wife had it on all evening and I caught bits of it as I
wandered in and out. I must admit I didn’t really
understand what was going on. The first time I came
in, a large group of people appeared to be having
epileptic seizures. I expressed concern, but my wife
explained that this was something called
‘breakdancing’. After a while many of them started
falling on the floor and writhing about. ‘Theyre
exhausted and no wonder’, I said, but my wife said
no, this was all part of it.

The next time I came in, a figure wrapped in what
appeared to be tinfoil was riding what appeared to be
a mechanical horse and not getting anywhere. I
speculated that this might be Joan of Arc and
wondered if they were going to burn her, but then
realised that this would be difficult in all the rain.

On my final pop in, a group of figures in white were
milling about at the foot of the Olympic torch,
possibly arguing about who was going to do the last
bit. At one point they gave it to an old chap in a
wheelchair, then immediately snatched it back. He
looked rather disappointed, as well as wet and
miserable, but he'd never have got up the steps, as
they probably realised.

Just look at that rain’ said my wife about fifty times.
So, I just looked at the rain. I understand rain.

David Sutton

LANGTREE SCHOOL

Langtree School celebrates the end of term
with Activity Week.

Langtree School celebrated the end of another
successful academic year with an Activity Week for
all students. Our Year 7 students embarked on the
annual camp to Youlbury Scout Activity Centre in
Oxfordshire, where they engaged in team building
activities, outdoor adventures and developed new
friendships. Our Year 8 students had the
opportunity to explore the rich culture and history of
Cancale, France. Year 9 students had the unique
opportunity to travel to both Barcelona and
Amsterdam. These trips were invaluable in providing
our students with a wider perspective of the world
and its diverse cultures. Our Year 10 students took a
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significant step towards their future careers by
participating in a variety of work experience
placements.

In the last week of term, the school held its annual
Sports day and a Musical Evening both of which
were a wonderful end to the school year. The autumn
term starts on Wednesday 4th September for all
students with our new Year 7 students starting on
Tuesday 3rd September for their induction day.

If you have a child in Year 5 or 6 and are interested
in Langtree School, we are holding an open evening
on Thursday 19th September at 5.30pm. There will
also be several open mornings in the autumn term.
Tickets are required for these events and full details
will be available on the school website from
September:  www.langtreeschool.com. The school
can be contacted on office@langtreeschool.com or
01491 680514.

Finally, our annual sponsored walk to raise
important funds for the school will take place around
Woodcote on Friday 20th September.

Langtree School Trustees

WOODCOTE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Welcome back to the Autumn Term.

We finished last term with our annual trip to meet
The King’s Swan Upper, Mr David Barbor, and assist
him with the swan upping on the River Thames. Year
2 and 6 went down to help and even got in a good
game of English Cricket while they waited.

We also spent a morning out on a ramble through
the lovely woods surrounding Woodcote. We had a
wonderful picnic to end the morning before coming
back to school together. We do love the outdoors!

August was obviously much quieter, although
Summer Camp was here for four weeks. I am sure it
was heard around the village as they had a lot of fun
playing the days away.

We begin the new school year with a new Breakfast
Club. Our grateful thanks to Woodcote Breakfast
Club and all that Charlotte Hall did for the children
over the years before taking the tough decision to
close in July. This will now move to the school with
childcare available from 7.15am.

We are looking forward to welcoming our new
children in Oak class and many new children across
the school this year. We are also looking forward to
working with Mrs Heath.

Perhaps you too would like to come and work here?
We have two Lunchtime Supervisor positions and, of
course, you could volunteer to come and hear the
children read. They do love to read to an adult! Just
let us know if you would like to know more about
either of these.

Best wishes,

Mrs L. Hunt



Licenced Waste Garrier
"  ce/rmaasssp
Not just a man with a van!

& I'm Brian, call for a free quote!

o> () 01491682346
07729 968753

%
| recycle as much as | can! "
also offered!

Local collection/delivery of large items including
eBay purchases, fridges, cookers, motorcycles etc

(jgnlull bft.sorvlcos@_yahoo.com )

Vehicle Air
Conditioning
Re-Gas and
Repairs

N.J Car Services
Crays Pond Garage

¢ 01491 681975
¥ 07989 983381

U-Connect Electrical

ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
e E\.(FRGF“CY CALL-OUTS - 3
B - o TR o Chedkatiadecon
- EXTRA LIGHTING & SOCKETS
‘ c&im&mﬁ LE’S\’.‘IR":%ES per +"'
® o O CENTRAL HEATING & BOILER WIRING | e
FAMILY RUN SINCE. 2008 WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE OF CHARGE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

07933 366 866

www.u-connectelectrical.co.uk

TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.
PUBLIC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,
EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.

CABIN PRESCHOOL

We are so excited to welcome Toby, Isaiah, Nicholas,
Micah and Oakley.

Good luck to all those starting big school, here in
Woodcote, Goring, Whitchurch, Nettlebed and Kent. I
am always pleased to see them on their first day
looking so tiny in their new school uniforms.

We are starting the term preparing for the Woodcote
Festival, I am sure you will all come and support us
and have a bounce on Bouncy castle, the children
have been busy making woodland creatures for our
tuff tray competition entry.

The children will be thinking about Who is Who?
Using the term to think about who is in their
families, where they belong, pets and other people
important to them. Where they live, Woodcote and
the community (does anyone have an ariel photo of
the village we could borrow) and most important
themselves looking at their hair colour, eyes, height.
Such a great way to start the term and get to know
our new littlies.

Then we will be celebrating Harvest and Autumn. We
will be reading Marvelous Me, The Three Little Pigs,
Goldilocks, The Little Red Hen, Oliver’s Vegetables,
Don't Wake the Bear, Hare! and The Gruffalo as our
focus books. We’ll make displays with characters,
allowing the children to interrupt the stories into
their imaginations and also setting up colour
displays to reinforce colours and shapes.

We have applied to be part of the Healthy Smiles
accreditation, which is something we have become
very passionate about. Looking at the criteria we
already meet a lot of the conditions, so we will be
asking parents to help and participate in this. We
will make a brushing chart, use big teeth to practice
tooth brushing, get a dentist to visit us, make a
smiles poster, guessing who is who's smile. The we
will restrict sugar consumption having different tasty
snacks such as fresh fruit, vegetable sticks.
Breadsticks, pita fingers, tortilla wraps, plain rice
cakes, crumpets with butter, crackers, cheese cut
into strips rather than chunks, soft cheese, oatcakes,
many we have already. Charlotte worked hard to get
this together, thank you.

At the end of term in July, we had an exciting trip
out to Bucklebury park farm. The children looked
exhausted as they headed home, we loved being able
to take our work experience student from Langtree
School (who the children loved) along with us, she
was great. Thank you for a lovely week.

I also took some time to show one of our leavers
some old photos from our archives of his nanny, a
lady I enjoyed working with when I first arrived at
Cabin just a few years ago. We managed to find one
of his Mum too, then later found out his Dad also
came to Cabin, and even found one of him, mini
Vinnie. What a find and so funny, we have a lovely
time capsule of memories.

Lastly, I want to say a huge thank you to Anya who
has been with us over the past two years, doing work
experience whilst completing her level 3 in childcare.
She is truly an inspiration. She is passionate and



enthusiastic. It is so great to see in a young person.
She is leaving to further her career and am so proud
to say that she will be training to be a Norland
Nanny, how amazing to say Cabin helped set the
foundations for her early training, we do hope you
will pop in to see us and in full uniform. Good luck
for the future Anya, you truly deserve it.

We do have a few full-time spaces and several
part-time sessions, filling up quickly, if you want to
enrol your child this year please get in touch.

Call to arrange a visit on 01491 680854, or email
info@thecabinpreschool.co.uk for more information
or advice. We accept all funding and -childcare
vouchers. Childcare does not have to be expensive if
you can support your local preschool.

We open on the 4th of September 2024.
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Located in Woodcote Village Hall
overlooking the Green, we offer a relaxed
and happy environment for playful and creative
learning for children 18 months to 5 years.

Varied curriculum of activities
Large indoor and outdoor area
Fresh homecooked meals
Holiday Clubs for children 2-8 years
9 Flexible choice of sessions

' 6pen Mon-Fri,
8:30am-3:30pm

Fegisterad chartfy numribor: 1085Y « Ofsfed URN, 2458022

Amngeqfroemdmonfd'mdildndw-*

GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY

Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979
All Makes of Cars & Small Vans:
e Serviced
¢ Repaired,
e Painted
e MOT-Tested.
¢ Including JAGUAR Cars.

LOAN CAR AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED

Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286
Email tscars@live.co.uk
Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk

Computer Problems?

PC misbehaving?

Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband,
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles,
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more.
Home and Business Support.

Windows and Mac.

01491 680036 or 07061 4TEGE4

maili@influentialcomputers.com

www_Influential Computers.com

Robin, Henry and Angus Piercey
Influential Computers Lid - A Family Run Business Since 1584
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WOODCOTE LIBRARY BOOK CLUB

Would you like to join us? We have a couple of
vacancies, and September is a good time to take up
new activities. We read all sorts of writing and have
discovered authors new to us and read books we
would not normally have picked up.

We meet on the third Monday of the month at the
library, at 6pm. We discuss the book, supplied by
Oxfordshire library service (so no cost involved), and
related issues. It’s a friendly group, though we do not
always agree!

Ask at the library,
express your interest.

WOODCOTE WI

Sally Lambert welcomed the members and a visitor
who we hope enjoyed herself.

or phone 01491 682323 to

Celebrating their birthdays this month are Joan
Comley, Rose Metcalf, Wendy Muchamore and
Patricia Solomons. However, those with very special
birthdays are Doreen Knox and Maxine Wilde,
congratulations.

The lunch club this month are looking forward to
going to the Cherry Tree at Stoke Row, always a
popular outing.

Kerry Jones, one of our members, demonstrated how
to make a table decoration and a hand tied bouquet
which was beautiful. Kerry then tested our
knowledge of everything to do with flowers and
plants with a quiz which had us scratching our
heads. This was followed by an amazing tea thank
you to Maxine Wilde and another birthday girl!

In September we will be back in the Village Hall, our
speaker will be Hugh Warwick, who will tell us All
about Hedgehogs. The competition will be for a
handmade toy animal.

The Bloom of the month winner this month was
green fingered Carole Shelley-Allen and the
competition for best travel photograph was won by
Penny Edwards with the Sunset on Waikiki Beach,
Honolulu.

Judy Williams

WOODCOTE PRE-SCHOOL

By the time this is printed it will nearly be time to
return for a new school year. We would like to
welcome Lochlan and Nola who have joined us this
term. Sadly, we would like to say a very sad goodbye
to Nikki who has decided to leave us and move onto
new things. Nikki has worked for us since Covid and
will be very greatly missed!

We are looking forward to Woodcote Fete and
entering some of our produce from our own
allotments into the competition. The children will be
very busy preparing all their crafts and decorating
biscuits. Pre-School will have a stall with Jolly Jars,
Face Painting, Glitter Tattoos, Bottle Tombola and
Balloons. Please come and visit us and support us.

We will be starting the term with the topic My Family
and Me, we will also be celebrating international
literacy day, world animal day and world space week.


mailto:tscars@live.co.uk

Summer Holiday Club has been a great success
again this year, with some new and old children. We
have had lots of fun with crafts, walks, visits to the
allotments and garden centre, painting, making
jewellery, hairbands, stone painting and wildflower
collages just to name a few activities. It’s great to be
able to go out and about and explore the wider
community and we have now been offered to adopt
our own trees which are in front of the play park.
The Holiday Club will running again next Easter.

We have a couple of fundraising events coming up
soon. Firstly, a Coffee Shop on Saturday 12th
October and our Quiz Night on Friday 18th October.
Tickets for the quiz will be on sale soon, teams of 6
(minimum of 2), licensed bar and raffle.

We still have spaces available and take children from
18 months to school age. All types funding accepted.
If you are interested in your child joining us or would
like to come and have a look round, please speak to
Wendy Powell on 01491682300 or email
woodcote.pre-school@hotmail.co.uk.




TMEGORING GROCER

Open for coffee, cakes, lunches
& meals to take away
Catering menu for parties and
business events
Picnic Hampers available to order
Birch Bakery Bread Wednesday fo
Saturday
Fresh Flowers Thursday to Saturday
Doughnut selection every Saturday
Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 4pm
www.goringgrocerco.uk 1:01491 875 609
e : hello@goringgrocer.co.uk

Tomalin &Son
Funeral Directors

it

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest

Free home visits Full written estimate

Woodland funerals

Call Bruce Jones or Claire Jones

01491 573370

www.tomalins.co.uk office@tomalins.co.uk
Anderson House, 18 R»adnnq Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

J Roxborough Services
Tel: 01233 203881 AMob: 07909931601

Pre-paid funeral plans

Religious & non-religious services  Competitive prices

Golden
l|llHl

Providing Commercial & Residential Maintenance Services

All building maintenance & small building works: undertaken.

} Full property renovations

t All azpects of plastering & rendering undertaken

} Floor & wall tiling

} Painting & decorating

} Brickwork repointing

} Roof repairs

} Bathroom& Idtchen fitment

} Fazcia & gutter replacement

} Free quotes, fully inzured, recommendations freely available.
johnroxborough@hotmail.co.uk

Woodcote Village Hall

Private Hire

Flexible spaces & facilities suitable for events, parties,
meetings, film, music, education, workshops, sports,
exercise, regular classes...

Regular Events

Spring Fair, Food Fair, Music, Film...

Woodcotevillagehall@outlook.com

Woodcotevillagehall.com
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WALLINGFORD CORN EXCHANGE

All regular performances normally start at 7:30pm
unless stated otherwise. The bar and auditorium will
open from 7pm so there’s plenty of time to collect
drinks beforehand. Films with subtitles will be
shown on Wednesday and Saturday afternoon at
2:30pm. Please look at the website
(www.cornexchange.org.uk) for updates. Tickets £10
for adults and &£5 for under 15s unless otherwise
stated.

Cinema
Against All Odds (U)

Rich in footage of many classic steam engines, this is
the story of the Cholsey and Wallingford Bunk Line
and how it was saved from extinction to become one
of Britain’s well known heritage railway lines.

e Sunday, 1 Sept, 7:30pm

e Sunday, 1 Sept, 8:15pm

o All tickets £5
Trap (15)

e Monday, 2 Sept, 7:30pm

e Tuesday, 3 Sept, 7:30pm

¢ Wednesday, 4 Sept, 2:30pm

e Wednesday, 4 Sept, 7:30pm

e Thursday, S Sept, 7:30pm
Gosford Park (15)

e Saturday, 7 Sept, 7:30pm
It Ends with Us (12A)

e Sunday, 8 Sept, 7:30pm

e Monday, 9 Sept, 7:30pm

e Wednesday, 11 Sept, 2:30pm

e Wednesday, 11 Sept, 7:30pm
Widow Cliquot (15)

e Friday, 13 Sept, 7:30pm
Kensuke’s Kingdom (PG)

e Saturday, 14 Sept, 2:30pm
Widow Cliquot (15)
Saturday, 14 Sept, 7:30pm
Sunday, 15 Sept, 7:30pm
Monday, 16 Sept, 7:30pm
Blink Twice (15)

e Tuesday, 17 Sept., 7:30pm

e Wednesday, 18 Sept., 2:30pm

e Wednesday, 18 Sept., 7:30pm

e Thursday, 17 Sept., 7:30pm
Firebrand (12A)

e Friday, 20 Sept, 7:30pm
Borderlands (12A)

e Saturday, 21 Sept., 2:30pm
Firebrand (15)

e Saturday, 21 Sept, 7:30pm

Live on Stage

The Wallingford Agatha Christie murder mystery
weekend, in collaboration with Wallingford Museum
and Wallingford Town Council.



e Friday 6th Sept, 7:30pm: The Mysteries of Miss
Marple, talk by Mark Aldridge, tickets £15

e Saturday, 7th Sept, 12:30pm: Two one-act
Agatha Christie plays by Wallingford School,
tickets £5

e Saturday, 7th Sept, 3:30pm: A is for Arsenic, the
poisons of Agatha Christie, talk by Kathryn
Harkup, tickets £15

e Sunday, 8th Sept, 3pm: How to write a Thriller

The Last Five Years
e Tuesday 10th to Saturday 14th September
o All tickets £15

Written and composed by Jason Robert Brown,
musical direction by Sue Huntingford-Ledger, stage
direction by Tom Mackriell.

The Sandun Players present this critically acclaimed
off-Broadway contemporary show in the intimacy of
The Corn Exchange’s Studio Theatre. It is an
emotionally powerful and intimate musical, which
has captivated audiences and critics alike earning
cult status. It has been performed in many
productions around the world and a film adaptation
was released in 2015.

Cathy, a struggling actress, and Jamie, a budding
novelist on the brink of wild success, are
20-somethings in New York who meet, fall in love,
marry, and divorce over the span of five years. Cathy
tells the story from the end of their marriage; Jamie
begins from when they first meet. As the musical
unfolds, Jamie shares his story from the spark of
their relationship’s giddy beginning, whilst Cathy’s
side is told in reverse, from the end of their turbulent
partnership. The two characters cross paths just
once, as their stories collide during the middle of the
show.

Live Screening

The Marriage of Figaro
e Tuesday, 10 Sept, 6:30pm
¢ Royal Opera House
e Tickets £18 adults, £15 seniors, £10 under 18s

Prima Facia (15)

e Thursday, 12 Sept, 7pm

e National Theatre

e Tickets £18 adults, £15 seniors, £10 under 18s
Miss Saigon (15)

e Tuesday 24 Sept, 7pm

e 25th Anniversary Show

e Tickets £12 adults, £10 seniors, £8 under 18s

Coming Soon

Breath of Spring by Peter Coke
e Tuesday 15 to Saturday 19 Oct, 7:30pm
e Presented by the Sinodun Players
e Directed by Dorothy Hirsch
e Tickets £15 (£12 on Tuesday 15th)
It is the late 1950’s London & times are hard! The

Sinodun Players present a new production of this
witty action-packed comedy, which invites you into a
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world where you can leave your troubles behind for a
few hours and just spend some quality time
laughing. How can such a sweet hopeful title lead to
such carnage? Dame Beatrice has taken in a
disparate group of lodgers; Hattie who has trouble
sharing space, Nan a force to be reckoned with and
the Brigadier who sets the schedule for the house
endlessly ruffling feathers. Imagine the dismay of her
ex con maid Lily? Then add in frequent visitor Lady
Alice who loves to gamble...

VOLUNTEER WITH CITIZENS ADVICE
OXFORDSHIRE SOUTH AND VALE

Are you looking for a new challenge, and want to
contribute = something to your community?
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice is
looking for volunteer advisers and IT specialists to
work in our friendly offices in Abingdon, Didcot,
Henley or Thame.

Citizens Advice gives people the knowledge and
confidence they need to find their way forward,
whoever they are and whatever their problem. In a
typical year our 111 volunteers support around
10,000 people. Our volunteers play a vital role,
ensuring that people receive the advice and support
they need.

We are currently looking for advisers and IT
specialists.

Advisers will:

e Receive extensive training and support to ensure
they have the knowledge to help people move
forward.

e Learn about a range of issues that affect our
clients including benefits, debt, housing and
employment (no prior knowledge necessary).

e Give confidential advice over the phone and in
person.

e Make a real difference to people’s
contributing to improving their wellbeing.

lives,

e Have a sense of belonging to the community
developed through working with people from all
backgrounds.

A new adviser training course begins in early October
2024, so apply now!

IT specialists will:

e Help to maintain our IT systems and support
the service.

e Help staff and volunteers with day-to-day IT
issues, for example with trouble logging on,
connecting to Wi-Fi and locating files.

e Help to maintain our local Citizens Advice
website.

We would like you to be available for two sessions
per week, if possible, either mornings or afternoons
or for a whole day. We offer a rewarding, flexible and
supportive working environment. We also welcome
volunteer receptionists, fund raisers, communication
workers and HR administration.To apply, visit
https://citizensadviceosav.org.uk/volunteering/. Or,
if you would like to discuss these volunteering roles,
please email: recruitment@citizensadviceosav.org.uk
and one of our team will contact you.



Computer Problems?

Free quote — No fix no fee

Michael Harper

Over 500 happy customers
in Sonning Common
and Woodcote.

0118 972 4905

www.MiloTechnicalSupport.com

J & R Collier

<« T BUILDERS I~=

Building & Property Maintenance
Listed Building Work

Extensions

Roofing

Plastering

Decorating

Plumbing

01491 680779 or 0118 9451518

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES =

W Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved

W Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation
W Internet ! WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
B TVs- hung on your wall or set up and tuned

A

£OXF0RD AERIALS

shaun@oxfordaerlals co. uk

Call-Wallingford 01491 833282

November Financial Services

We offer a comprehensive range of financial services

To arrange a FREE consultation please call
01491 683777 or email jp@novfin.co.uk

November Financial Services Ltd. is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Investments e Life Assurance ® Pensions

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SUPPLIED & FITTED (BS3621)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS GRILLES BARS

ALL AREAS COVERED CALL OUT
SERVICE
01491 FULL MEMBER
OF BRITISH
680216 LOCKSMITH
Crestwell House, Beech Lane INSTITUTE

WOODCOTE, READING

Tel: 01491 872394

www.boathousedental.co.uk

£ Boathouse

Dental Surgery

Are you someone

that hides smile?

Let us your smile.

“Never thowght I'd swile aoain

"
DUt now | can

High Streat, Goring on Thomas,
Oxdordshire RGE 9AB

- A
Call 01491 872394

10 book o consultation
Erwil moypson@boathousedeniol oo vk

# PEST
WIZARRS

YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE

A
" WASPS & ALL INSECTS ')

RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 ' info@pestwizards.co.uk

Fireplace £ %,
Magic)ms
Fires, Stoves & Fireplaces

e Installation
* HETAS registered
» Woodburner servicing

10% DISCOUNT
ON CHIMNEY SWEEPING
IF QUOTE "CORRESPONDENT"
Showroom at: 45 Prospect Street, Caversham RG4 81B
Telephone: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

* Chimney sweeping
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SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD

Across

1.
4.
8.
9.

10.
11.
14.
15.
18.
20.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Rise and dance around Boar’s Head (5)
Race for top tier prize (4,3)

Ideas could get son into trouble (7)
Deceit of German woman and daughter (5)
Corrupt one midsummer test (7)
Smart church in charge (4)

Get Kindle from back street in Giza (6)
Proust wandering about in a trance (6)
Dropping queen check back (4)

House clemency (7)

A French one working for coalition (5)
Pal covers it up after I take off (7)

Stop before exit (7)

Cry welcome (5)

Down

AL e

12.
13.
16.
17.
19.
21.
22.

Line of soldiers humming (4)

Opener from servant taking third position (7)

Get guards from oafs having nothing. OK? (8)

Floating chatterbox? (6)

Felt wrong so quit (4)

Disagree about adding pound to other money
(5)

Beauty treatment price due to change (8)

Gone off to start competition (4, 4)

Beginning a con about painting (8)

Feed on before (7)

Introduce youngster to first painter (6)

Sound feature I installed (5)

Formerly working on church (4)

Crooked grass (4)
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AUGUST CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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SEPTEMBER QUIZ
What is the national bird of the United States?
Who directed the movie "Jurassic Park"?
What is sushi traditionally wrapped in?

What is the main ingredient in hummus?

ok W=

What is the strongest muscle in the human
body?

6. How many bones are there in the adult human
body?

7. What is the world's largest desert?
8. How many stars are there on the flag of China?
9. Who first said, "I think, therefore I am"?

10. In what year were Premium Bonds introduced?

SEPTEMBER QUIZ ANSWERS




DATES FOR THE DIARY

Regular Weekly Events
Every Thursday

** Rhymetime for pre-schoolers.
Woodcote Library 10.15am-10.45am

** Coffee and Browse
Woodcote Library 9.30am-12.30pm

** Chance To Chat.
Mowforth House 2.30pm-4pm

SEPTEMBER DATES

Wed *  Wallingford U3A meeting. Crowmarsh
4th Village Hall. 2pm
*  Woodcote Parish Council meeting.
Function Room, Woodcote Village Hall.
7.30pm
* Goring Green Fingers Gardening Club.
Storton Lodge, Icknield Rd, Goring.
7.30pm-9.30pm
Sat *  Coffee Shop in aid of St. Leonard's
7th Church flower team (cash only).
Woodcote Community Centre. 10am-
12.30pm
Tues * Board Games Club for adults. Woodcote
10th Library. 3.30pm-4.45pm
Wed *  Henley & District Stamp Club meeting.
11th Bix Village Hall. 7.30pm
Sat *  Woodcote Village Fete. Woodcote Village
14th Green. 12pm-5pm
Tues * Wallingford &  District Art Club
17th demonstration: 'Harbour scenes in
acrylics/watercolour'. Centre 70, The
Kinecroft, Wallingford. 7.30pm
Wed *  Woodcote WI meeting. Woodcote Village
18th Hall. 2.30pm
Thur * Wallingford Photographic Club Welcome
19th Evening. Crowmarsh Pavilion. 7.30pm-
10pm
*  Whitchurch & Goring Heath History
Society meeting. Whitchurch Village Hall.
7.30pm
Sat *  Coffee Shop in aid of St. Leonard's
21st Church (cash only). Woodcote
Community Centre. 10am-12.30pm
*  Cholsey Repair Café. Cholsey Pavilion.
10am-12.45pm
Tues * Chatterbox. Woodcote Community
24th Centre. 2pm-3.30pm
Wed * Henley & District Stamp Club meeting.
25th Bix Village Hall. 7.30pm
Thur * Wallingford Photographic Club talk:
26th 'Which lens for which landscape'.
Crowmarsh Pavilion. 7.30pm-10pm
Fri *  Comedy in Woodcote. Woodcote Village
27th Hall. 8pm
Sat *  Coffee Shop in aid of Langtree School
28th PTA (cash only). Woodcote Community

Centre. 10am-12.30pm
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SMALL ADS

CARPENTRY and JOINERY : Bespoke Windows
— Doors — Architrave — Skirting — Picture Rails —
Matching Mouldings. Call Mark: 07815963750

LOCAL HANDYMAN :: No job too small. DIY jobs in
and around the home. Kitchen and bathroom reno-
vations undertaken. Call James 07961 882281

AVON CALLING I'm your local AVON
representative, would you like a brochure?
Kerry 01491 682437 /07966 509908

FORTHCOMING DATES IN OCTOBER

Tues * BMMHS Zoom talk: 'The March East
1st 1945'. Email zoom@bmmbhs.org. 7.30pm
Wed * | Wallingford U3A meeting. Crowmarsh
2nd Village Hall. 2pm

*  Woodcote Volunteers Client Tea Party.
Woodcote Community Centre. 2.30pm-
4pm

* | Woodcote Parish Council meeting.

Function Room, Woodcote Village Hall.
7.30pm

*  Goring Green Fingers Gardening Club.
Storton Lodge, Icknield Rd, Goring.
7.30pm-9.30pm

Thur * Wallingford Photographic Club - Practical

3rd Evening. Crowmarsh Pavilion. 7.30pm-
10pm

Sat *  Coffee Shop in aid of Woodcote

Sth Volunteers. Woodcote Community

Centre. 10am-12.30pm

* | Goring Repair Café. Goring Village Hall.
10am-12.30pm

*  Film Night: The Fall Guy. Woodcote
Village Hall. 7.30pm

WALLINGFORD & DISTRICT ART CLUB

Join our friendly
Wallingford and
District Art club
for a live
demonstration as
professional

N artist, Chris
= Forsey, paints a
beautiful harbour
scene in acrylics
and watercolour.

Self-taught, Chris is an elected member of The Royal
Institute of Painters in Watercolours (RI) and The
Society of Graphic Fine Artists (SGFA). The demo will
be held at Centre 70 (off Goldsmiths Lane in
Wallingford) from 7.30pm-9.30pm on Tuesday, 17th
September and is free for club members or £5 for
visitors. If you would like further information about
this event or other club activities, please visit the
club website at www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk or
email admin@wallingfordartclub.org.uk.



