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AN EGG-CELLENT SURPRISE!

There was much egg-citement at Cabin preschool recently as ten chicks hatched in their
incubator. The children had been watching and monitoring the eggs with bated breath and
they were finally rewarded when hatching started a day early! Preschool manager, Jayne
Cole, wasn’t too sure who was more excited - the children or the adults. Read more on the
story inside (including some of the names chosen for the chicks!)




COMMENT FROM THE VICARAGE

There are now definitely strong signs of spring with
us. As I look out of the window typing this, our red
camellia bush is in full bloom and there is a
wonderful display of white blossom on our
neighbour’s tree.

That’s the red and white; the only blue I can offer is
our garage door that desperately needs painting.
When I bought the paint recently and saw the price,
it reminded me that I haven’t bought any for some
time!

With the joy of spring and the promise of summer, it
puts us in mind of celebrations, celebrating the
return of the warmer weather, although hopefully not
quite as hot as last year.

When I wrote last month’s article, I was just too early
to tell you that we have now appointed a new vicar
for Woodcote. As time has elapsed since the
appointment you may already have picked up on
this. The new vicar will be the Revd David Benskin
who comes to us from Watlington. He’s married with
a young family and comes with much experience in
youth work. I can’t tell you when he will start; we
await information from the Bishop as to when David
can be licensed to the Langtree Team. We are looking
forward very much to him starting at Woodcote.

I am writing this in Easter Week, and this gives us
cause for our second celebration when we were able
to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We had a small congregation for our Good
Friday time of reflection on the Crucifixion, but there
was a very good congregation at the mid-morning
Easter Sunday service and we were able to sing the
traditional Easter hymns with the enthusiasm the
occasion justified. The service was led by the Revd
Angela Linton. We were very grateful to her for
coming to us and also for the Revd James Leach,
from Whitchurch, who led the 8.00am communion
service.

By the time you read this we will be in another time
of celebration when King Charles will be crowned at
his coronation. I am old enough to remember the last
coronation. We watched it on a television that my
father had built using parts from an old radar
scanner — it had a 6-inch screen with a magnifying
glass that made it look to be 9 inches! Times were
very different then. The country hadn’t long come out
of a world war and everyone was ready for a party. It
sounds as though this coronation is likely to be
scaled back a little reflecting our current times.

We will be celebrating the coronation at a time when

so many are suffering from financial woes and once

more there is war in Europe, which reminds us of the

constant suffering of people with very little to
celebrate.

Brian Turner

Licensed Lay Minister and

PCC Vice-chairman.

Services at St. Leonard’s in May
Sunday 7th

8.00am Holy Communion

9.45am Parish Communion
Sunday 14th

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am SLOW church in the Village Hall with
refreshments

Sunday 21st
8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Open Door followed by the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting

Sunday 28th - Pentecost
8.00 am Holy Communion
9.45 am Parish Communion

Woodcote church is usually open for private prayer
each day between 10am and 4pm.

Online Services

We continue with our online service of Night Prayer
every Tuesday at 8.30 pm on Zoom.

This follows the ancient monastic pattern of
Compline and lasts for about 20 minutes.

If you would like to join us, please email me
rbrianturner@yahoo.co.uk for the contact details.

VILLAGE GREEN COMMITTEE

We are delighted to announce that the Parish
Council has given approval for work to begin on the
tarmac surface for the ‘Multi-Use Games Area’ on the
Folly Field. This will provide an all-weather, all-
seasons pitch for ball games such as basketball,
netball, five-a-side and walking football etc. I'm sure
there are many other uses to which the area can be
put, so we hope it will be enjoyed and respected by
the whole community. We will give regular updates
on progress.

Following on from April’s front page article, I would
like to draw attention to the increasing amounts of
dog poo being left on the Green. We have been very
successful as a community in reducing this problem
to an absolute minimum, but it appears that a
reminder is now needed. Please do pick up after your
dog! The whole community loves to use the Green
and we all know the health hazards of dog poo.

SP

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information printed in this paper, the Editor and
Committee cannot accept responsibility for the contents of
advertisements or any errors that may occur. Opinions
expressed are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or Committee.
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the May issue. This
— i month we will officially have a
new King! Do you have plans to
celebrate the Coronation with
family/friends? Perhaps some
of you might even be travelling
to London to catch a glimpse of
the Royals. Whatever your plans, send us your
celebration photos and we’ll share them with you all
next month.

i

We've had a good response to our request for
editorial support. If you are still interested but
haven’t yet contacted us, do please email us at wood-
co@runbox.com. It’'s not too late! I will sadly be
leaving my role very shortly and it would be
wonderful to hand over the reins to some new
volunteers who can keep the Correspondent going for
the community.

Until next month.
Yvette

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING OF WOODCOTE VILLAGE

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Parish
meeting of Woodcote is to be held on 24t May 2023
at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall Function Room.
Residents are invited to attend.

LOCKSMITH AGGOe==

Locks changed, fitted, repaired & opened
Yale locks, five lever mortice locks, digital locks,
UPVC door locks & handles, UPVC window locks

Emergency callout service

Qver thirty years of experience, Free quotations

Tel: 01491 682050 or 07710 409216
www.acgservices.co.uk

7] cmﬁ;‘;n;aae_m g mmm e @

Ofice 3 Wayside Green, Woodcote, Oxon R( Proprietor Hi rd Homdon

\ Encounter Aesthet:cs
by Dr Rebecca

Wrinkle Treatment
Dermal Fillers

EncounterAesthetics.co.uk
07436 919 790

\Woodcote | Henlay

Ageing Gracefully

PUBLISHER INFORMATION

Editor: Yvette Decmar [via email]

Articles for inclusion: to the editor by email to:
wood-co@runbox.com, or letters may be handed in at
the library. To be received by the 12th of the
preceding month.

Advertisers: To place an advertisement, please
email wood-co@runbox.com for details of prices and
how to produce your ad in our house style. The
deadline for payment and your finished
advertisement is the 12th of the preceding month.

Small Ads and Announcements: £5 for three lines.

Photographs: Photos should be unedited and as
high a resolution as possible (at least S00kB). Please
email them as attachments to wood-co@runbox.com

Advertising: Claire Jones 07789 190463
Treasurer: Helen Baker 01491 682240
Production: Dan Oldfield 01491 681962
Distribution: Trevor Back 01491 680617
Printer: C Z Services 07860 630865

Cover Design: Rob Spencer

The Woodcote Correspondent is on the Village
website at tinyurl.com/Woodcote-Correspondent

Note: The Woodcote Correspondent is edited,
produced and distributed by volunteers.

alsovereign

YOUR LOCAL DESIGN & PRINT SERVICE
WHILE-YOU-WAIT COPYING | PRINT FROM USB

5 mins from Goring centre + we can deliver

Copying - Printing - Laminating - Binding - Stationery
Booklets - Brochures - Cards - Flyers - Leaflets - Pads
Manuals - Conference & Training Materials - Theses

Bespoke Ring Binders - Tabbed Divider Sets + more...

>Design >Print >Finishing >Fulfilment >Mailing

01491 871555

alsovereign.co.uk

ADVANCED PEST CONTROL

s \ —
HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS
wasps, rats, mice, rabbits, cluster flies
and all other insects
dealt with promptly
Lee Carrington
Field View, 97 The Street
Crowmarsh Gifford Tel: 01491 835610
Wallingford Mobile: 07970 010214

of Ewelme
Established 1970
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YOUR LETTERS
Dear Editor

What a wonderful community we live in. On Monday
evening I had a doctor’s appointment at Goring
surgery and my prescription was ready for collection
at Woodcote surgery at 10 o’clock on Tuesday
morning. Woodcote Volunteers delivered it at 11.30
am. Grateful thanks to everyone concerned.

Robert Kidner

PARISH COUNCIL
Traffic and Highways

The 20pmh speed consultation is completed and
Oxfordshire County Council are estimating time of
approximately July for the changes to be made to
20mph in Woodcote. The Parish Council will keep
updating our Facebook page, website, and notice
boards as and when information is received.

Regarding the second zebra crossing for Goring Road
voted for in the project consultation, the WPC has
commissioned a consultant who has already been
and carried out the topographical survey. This will
enable them to start preparing the design. The
consultant will liaise with Oxfordshire County
Council Highway Authority on all aspects. There is a
process to follow and this is the beginning. The WPC
will continue to update progress.

Recreation

A new set of two swings was installed on Folly Field
in April for younger children. The Parish Council
trust these will be enjoyed.

Regarding the basketball court at Folly Field, SODC
has finally approved the planning application to
enlarge the court and extend the surfacing so the
entire court will be a hard surface, enabling games to
be played. WPC finalised and agreed the costings for
the work and a date for starting is awaited. It will
likely be in the coming months.

Parish Council

With elections for parish councillors on 4t May
2023, existing councillors have put their papers in to
stand again. However, WPC still need more
councillors. There should be ten parish councillors
and currently there are seven.

You can make a real difference to the village by
becoming a parish councillor and help make
changes, bring new ideas to Woodcote creating an
even greater place to live. For more information
contact Parish Clerk.

The Parish Office at Woodcote Village Hall is open to
the public Monday mornings 9am to 12 noon.
Alternatively, you can telephone 01491 681861 or
email: clerk@woodcoteparishcouncil.org.uk

GORING HEATH BEAVERS

Well, “HUSSAR!” for The ‘Eef, which ex-Scouts now
in their twenties will remember is the correct battle-
cry at County events (one needs to imagine the
terribly refined, cut-glass accent and the studiously
dead-pan expression). Our Beavers did not hike nine
miles; a select group of five entered the North Leigh
Challenge, along with hundreds of Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and Explorers from across Oxfordshire, and
walked 10.6 miles. What is more, despite some being
very young, they came in first in the Beaver category
and were only eight minutes slower than the last-
placed Cub pack. They are rightly proud of their
achievements, not the least of which was cheerily
walking at the pace of the slowest. Dipper had
packed home-made cookies which she think acted as
rocket fuel.

On 16th March, by way of a complete change of pace,
Dormouse set the Beavers to making Mothering
Sunday cards and boxes of chocolates, including
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some for absent Dragonfly and Midge. Of course, the
now sadly departed Dot got a card and chocs.
Though so ill she could barely speak, her beatific
expression when the last chocolate was popped into
her mouth said it all. Well done, Beavers! On a
lighter note, Jane was invested as a section assistant
and, oddly, spurned the still-available name of ‘Slug’
in favour of Kingfisher.’

Perhaps fired with post-investiture enthusiasm, the
following week Kingfisher launched into Action (with
a capital A) with an Easter-themed problem-solving
session, thus completing the Skills Challenge.
Obviously, this involved Lent-busting quantities of
chocolate. The Beavers used junk to make a boat
capable of floating several small eggs; alas eggs
cannot swim and suffer if they get wet, thus any that
went for a swim had to be put out of their misery.
Such is the duty of any scout. The next challenge
was an homage to the Milk Tray advert: the Beavers
had to construct a zip-wire and harness, then zoom a
Créme Egg across the Hut. This was followed by
code-cracking (see what she did there?) and hook-
an-Easter-duckling. The Chief Scout’s Bronze Award,
the highest award available to Beavers, was
presented to Martha (who has been coming to
Beavers almost since birth so has become something
of a fixture) and William (youngest of another long-
term Beaver family). Both then ‘swam up’ to Cubs.
Reuben was, alas, absent, but no doubt will come
back next term to get his well-deserved CSBA.

GOOD NEWS FOR BUS
USERS!

From Monday 16th April, you will
be able to catch an X40 bus to
Reading or Oxford from Woodcote
every half an hour!

COFFEE SHOP IS BACK!

On Saturday 18th June 10am -12:30pm, St
Leonard’s are hosting a Community Coffee Shop in
the Community Centre. Please pop down for a slice of
cake and a coffee or tea to support us. We’re hosting
a craft morning upstairs for the little ones and there
will be a raffle. We hope to see you there! Please note
we are cash only for this event.

WOODCOTE FOOTBALL CLUB

Toby Nowell’s Triple Hat-Trick
Attendance Record Broken at Woodcote

The past month has seen two major highlights for
the club. First, is the phenomenal goalscoring in the
first team by Toby Nowell, who scored hat-tricks in
three consecutive matches. He scored all four goals
on Friday 10th March against Didcot Town
Development in a 4-2 win, a further four against
Hazlemere at home in the next match on March 25th
which Woodcote won 5-1, and three more against
Mortimer on Tuesday April 4th, won by 5-2. All told,
Toby has scored 36 goals for the club this season
and should pass the forty mark with six games still
to play.

The second highlight came on Saturday 8th April
when we played hosts to over 200 Groundhoppers as
part of the Hellenic League’s Groundhop weekend.
Groundhoppers are people who are passionate about
visiting and exploring non-league football grounds
and the League staged twelve games over the four
days of the Eater weekend in conjunction with the
Groundhop UK organisation.

The match at Woodcote was the third match of the
day, kicking off at 5.30 and attracting an official
attendance of 243, almost certainly a club record
attendance. Our team really rose to the occasion,
defeating FC Beaconsfield by 4-0 with goals from Joe
Webber 2, Chris Downes and, you've guessed it, Toby
Nowell! The event was also a good money-raiser for
the club as we produced a printed programme and
sold refreshments. All told it was a great day for
Woodcote FC and a good advert for the village.
Thanks are due to our committee members who
worked very hard to organise the day and to Langtree
School for the use of their car park.

The rest of April is going to be very busy as we play
catch-up after a number of postponements caused
by bad weather. If all goes well, we could finish as
runners-up in the Hellenic and North Berks leagues
and reach the final of the Hellenic Chairman’s Cup.

SP

Toby Nowell in action

Record attendance!



WOODCOTE CRICKET CLUB

Our indoor net practices at the Oratory Sports
Centre are now underway and we are pleased with
the attendances as we look forward to another
season, our 143rd. We are pleased that a number of
teenagers are coming forward to show an interest
and we hope that they will become regular players in
our 2nd XI. From the beginning of April, we hope to
be holding outdoor nets. We have a brand new
mobile net which will be in regular use on the Green
and we also hope to hold weekly sessions at the
Oratory Prep School as we did last season. We still
hope to attract new players to the club and I would
like to hear from anyone who might be interested.
When you read this report, the season will be less
than a month away. We have two away pre-season
friendlies: on Sunday 23rd April v Peppard (a)
1.00pm; on Sunday 30th April v Ewelme (a) 1.00pm.

Home Fixtures May
Saturday 6th May — 2nd XI v Twyford 2nd XI 1.00pm

Saturday 13th May - 1st XI v Peppard 2nd XI,
1.00pm

Wednesday 17th May - Midweek XI v Dorchester,
6.00pm

Saturday 20th May — 2nd XI v Reading United 4th
XI, 1.00pm

Wednesday 24th May - Midweek XI v Watlington,
6.00pm

Saturday 27th May — 1st XI v Crowthorne & Crown
Wood 2nd XI, 1.00pm.

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES “

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poar reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation

W Internet | WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned

&= OXFORD AERIALS

shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call:Wallingford 01491833282

To find out more or express interest in playing,
please contact sampeates@gmail.com or call:
07710 858366.

Our Saturday morning ‘Fun Cricket’ sessions for
Primary age children will begin on Saturday May
13th at 9.00 am. All are welcome. Parents are asked
to bring their children along and stay to watch or
help with the session. Cost is £10 per session

SP

THE CASE OF THE COVID SUFFERER
PART 2

You may remember that our hero was last heard of
in the February issue convincing himself that he was
suffering from long Covid. I am aware that one’s state
of health, while of passionate interest to oneself,
tends to be a good deal less interesting to other
people, but I thought I might indulge in this one
update. The good news was that the acute pains in
my legs largely receded; the bad news is that they
took up even more acute residence in my neck, arms
and shoulders, rapidly reducing me to a shambling
wreck reminiscent of something out of ‘The
Hunchback of Notre Dame’. It was extraordinarily
incapacitating. It being too painful to lie down, I
spent most of the day and night slumped in an
armchair, which I could get out of only by wriggling
my bottom to the edge, falling on to my knees and
crawling across the room to lever myself up on the
back of the studio couch, while stranded whales
have been launched back out to sea with less trouble
than we had getting me out of the bath when I was
unwise enough to attempt one.

An initial phone consultation with my GP resulted in
a cocktail of painkillers and sedatives that did little
to alleviate the pain but left me totally zonked all
day, dreaming as I drowsed of happier times that
seemed far off, but in fact were only three months
ago, when I could still do thirty push-ups and run a
decent 5K.

After a week of this my patient wife decided that
enough was enough and despite my protests that I
was far too ill to go back to the doctor, dragged me to
the health centre, dumped me in his office and said

Vehicle Air
Conditioning
Re-Gas and
Repairs

N.J Car Services
Crays Pond Garage

¢ 01491 681975
8 07989 983381
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‘Do something about him!’. Things then moved fairly
rapidly: blood test the next morning, which seemed
to get processed in record time because the next
thing was a phone call to say that I was suffering
from a severe case of something called polymyalgia
rheumatica and needed an immediate course of
corticosteroids. And I must say that these, in the
form of small tablets, worked wonders: within a
couple of days, I was, if not actually frisking about,
functioning more or less normally — well, as normally
as I ever do.

I am aware that on the scale of things there are
much worse conditions to be endured, and I guess I
must be grateful that for seventy-eight years I have
managed to stay remarkably fit. If this is a wake-up
call I'm not sure what to make of it: the root cause of
polymyalgia seems to be basically unknown, but
essentially it happens when your own auto-immune
system turns on you, and what I have ever done to
my auto-immune system that it should turn on me I
have no idea. Don’t suppose thirty push-ups and a
decent 5K have anything to do with it... nah, perish
the thought, but maybe I will try to be a bit more
sensible and try a gentler approach to exercise. But
then, as my wife points out, she has known me for
over sixty years, and ‘sensible’ has never been a word
that could be remotely associated with me when it
comes to exercise. Well, we’ll see — I believe there is a
thing called walking; maybe it’s time to give it a go.

David Sutton

WOODCOTE VOLUNTEERS

Did you know that Woodcote Volunteers
do so much more than just take clients
to medical appointments?

We drive people to the hairdresser,
dentist, optician, library, shops, a day centre, a
friend in hospital, a recreational activity such as
bowls, a social activity such as the board games
afternoon at Woodcote Library, collect a prescription
— the list goes on....

But it doesn’t stop there! Our drivers are not just a
taxi service; they will help you in to your
appointment, make sure you are in the right place,

offer an arm, carry your belongings, push a
wheelchair, pass on useful information and most
importantly have a chat with you as well.

We take anyone who does not have access to their
own transport and cannot manage public transport.
We have Blue Badges in case of disabilities.

Volunteer drivers benefit as well. As a driver, you
will have the satisfaction of knowing you are offering
a true lifeline to someone in need. It's an activity you
can tailor exactly to your own living pattern. You
make yourself available as often as you feel you can -
once a month, once a week or whatever. And the lifts
are usually local. Quite simply, someone in the office
will ring you from time to time and, giving a few days'
notice, ask if you can make a specific trip. You are
free to say yes or no - there's absolutely no pressure
to accept.

Whitchurch Hill Fete

We are pleased to be present from 2-4pm on
Saturday 27th May this year, so please do come and
speak to us, whether you are a potential client,
volunteer or just want to say hello.

New Volunteer Driver

We would like to say thank you to Emma who is
joining us from May. We welcome you to our team
and are sure you will enjoy your interesting and
rewarding role.

To finish..

As usual, if you need a driver, please don’t hesitate
to give us a call on 01491 681171. We collect from
Woodcote and immediately surrounding villages.

Please give us as much notice as possible before the
date you need us. One of our friendly office workers
will answer the phone between 9.30 and 1lam on
weekdays (excluding public holidays) and you can
leave a message on the answerphone at other times.

Find out more about us by looking at our website:
www.woodcotevolunteers.org.uk

Or visit our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com /woodcotevolunteers

J Roxborough Services

Providing Commercial & Residential Maintenance Services
All building maintenance & small building works undertaken

Full property renovations

All aspects of plastering & rendering undertaken
Floor & wall tiling

Painting & decorating

Brickwork repointing

Flat roof renewal & roof repairs

Bathroom & kitchen installations

Fascia & gutter replacement

Free quotes, fully insured, recommendations freely available
Tel: 07909 931601 or 01491 682955

KINGS
FILOORING

CARPETS, VINYLS, LAMINATES,
ENGINEERED WOOD AND KARNDEAN
FOR A FREE QUOTE AND SAMPLES DIRECT
TO YOUR DOOR CALL
01491 681489 07799471648

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters
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J & L LANDSCAPING

FENCING, PATIOS and DRIVES, ROOF REPAIRS
GENERAL BUILDING, TURFING. REPLACEMENT
OF FACIA BOARDS, SOFITS and GUTTERING
PHONE: 01491-681367 or 07961-882281
Email: jimmyhearn69@hotmail.com

Free Quotations
FAST and FRIENDLY SERVICE

Come home to a

CLEAN
HOUSE!

Call Carol: 07782-373-434 §

Email: infocarol@mail.com

Honest, Reliable, Trustworthy, Competitive & Friendly
Fixed Weekly Hourly Rates.

STATIONERY + FLVYERS
o LEAFLETS o NEWSLETTERS
e POSTERS * MULTI-PART INVOICE SETS
» BROCHURES ¢ COMPLETE FINISHING SERVICE

® Quality Fencing
e Handcrafted Gates
e Landscaping Timbers

® Oak Framed Buildings
¢ Garden Structures

® Porches & Trusses

® Timber Cladding

® Fencing Panels

e Pergolas

® Decking & Sleepers

"NCINE.CO. UK

www.MiloTechnicalSupport.com

Computer Problems?

Free quote — No fix no fee

Michael Harper

Over 500 happy customers
in Sonning Common
and Woodcote.

0118 972 4905

CZ servicEs

Call: 07860 630 865

cz.services3@outlook.com

rrb mortimer burnett

Chartered Accountants & Business Consultants

New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortmerburnett.co.uk
www.mortimerburnett,co.uk

The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RGE 9DD

D J SCOTT ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
Your Local Electrician

e All aspects of Electrical work undertaken
e Free no obligation quotes
e NICEIC Part P Registered

Call Daniel on — 07834365331

www.djscottelectrical.com

-
RIS ENE
pomesTic
imesTRLLER [==]

Email- info@djscottelectrical.com




WOODCOTE PRIMA'RY SCHOOL

As the Easter break comes to an end and the
summer term begins, we can be proud of the work
the children have done across the year but also in
the past few weeks in support of others across the
world. As part of our curriculum, we encourage the
children to support and think of others who we may
not know or even ever meet. One of the ways in
which we can help others is through awareness of
charities and how they support so many people.
These last few weeks we have been fundraising for a
variety of good causes. In total we have raised
almost £685 this month. Well done Woodcote
children!

How have the children done this? Our Pupil School
Council organised supporting Comic Relief. We all
had a lot of fun wearing red noses and fun outfits.
We raised the great sum of £407.05.

Along with the students from Year 9 at Langtree, we
held a dress-down day, Easter cake decorating
competition, activity morning and a cake sale at the
end of term, for Brain Research UK. We raised the
great sum of £162.64. It was lovely to see the older
children, some of whom had themselves been to
Woodcote Primary School, working with our young
ones. There was a great sense of community
throughout the events.

We also raised money for Great Ormand Street
Hospital through drama and song: Years 3 and 4
ended the term for us with a beautiful performance
of Peter Pan. The whole show was almost an hour
and half long, which should seem like a long time
but the performance was so enthralling, it flew past!
Well done to them all. The acting was tremendous,
beautiful solos and the narration was so well
delivered. We have some stars of stage and screen in
the making. What a treat! Keeping the spirit that
J.M. Barrie had hoped for his play, the children held
a collection at the end to raise money for Great
Ormand Street Hospital. We are delighted to be
sending them £115. Thank you to everyone who
donated.

Sports this month have been very successful. On a
very windy and muddy morning, our KS2 qualifiers
went to Horspath to compete in the Oxfordshire
Cross Country Finals. Everyone enjoyed themselves
and ran incredibly well with such pride in
representing Woodcote. Martha came third in
Oxfordshire for the year 3 and 4 girls — well done
Martha! Our year 5 and 6 boys team got the silver
medals — huge congratulations and Matthew S (year
6) was crowned the Oxfordshire Boys’ Champion!
Well done! Wonderful results from the whole team.

Our Netball team went across to the district finals in
Wallingford playing some really strong teams. We
are delighted that they received the bronze medal!
We are very proud of them and hope their
achievements will inspire the younger children to
take up Netball too.

Our year 5 and 6 Footballers played in a Langtree
Partnership event with our B team winning their
division. Well done to all that played. They had a
great time and played so well as teams. Their
sportsmanship is something to be incredibly proud
of.

May is now here and this means SATS for year 2 and
6 but it also means summer, outdoors, year 6
residential and hopefully plenty of sunshine. We are
looking forward to the summer term and all the
opportunities it brings, including more sports and
more drama and song! Do come and visit if you
would like. We would always love to see you.

Mrs L. Hunt




Located in Woodcote Village Hall
overlooking the Green, we offer a relaxed
and happy environment for playful and creative
learning for children 18 months to 5 years.

Varied curriculum of activities
Large indoor and outdoor area
Fresh homecooked meals
Holiday Clubs for children 2-8 years
k3 Flexible choice of sessions

6pen Mon-Fri,
8:30am-3:30pm

Arrange a free frial session for your child now

Fegisterad chartly numiber: 1085 « Ofsted URN, 2558022

J & R Collier

<« BUILDERS [~=

Building & Property Maintenance
Listed Building Work

Extensions

Roofing

Plastering

¢ Decorating

¢ Plumbing

01491 680779 or 0118 9451518

GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY

Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979

All Makes of Cars & Small Vans:
e Serviced

e Repaired,

e Painted

e MOT-Tested.

e Including JAGUAR Cars.

LOAN CAR AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED

Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286
Email tscars@live.co.uk
Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk
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WOODCOTE PRESCHOOL

We hope everyone had a lovely Easter and enjoyed
the end of term break. We have welcomed some new
children and families in the last term so would like to
say welcome to Zuva, Beatrix and Maeve.

We celebrated St Patrick’s Day with a rainbow fruit
selection for morning snack. We talked about St
Patrick, rainbows and leprechauns. The children
had a yummy Irish stew for lunch.

Mother’s Day morning was a special morning as our
Mummies & Grannies came in for hot cross buns,
cakes, tea and coffee and to spend some time playing
with their children in Preschool. Thank you all for
coming, the children were so excited especially as
they could also eat cakes!

We had our Easter bonnet parade and the children
made some really spectacular ones with their parents
at home and then sang all the Easter songs they
have been learning this term.

Next term is also going to be a busy and exciting
term as we will be getting ready to celebrate the
King’s Coronation. Check out our Facebook Page for
pictures and post of our activities.

Just a reminder that we will be closed on Thursday
4th May due to the village hall be used as a Polling
Station.

Easter Holiday Club was a really big success again
this year. We were very busy with lots of new
children. The children all seemed to have a fantastic
time. There were lots of crafts, games, science
activities, sports, easter egg hunts and outings out
and about in the village. We enjoyed going to the
park and the Preschool allotments. We followed the
FOWPS Easter gnome trail in Dean Woods and the
children were all really excited, looking for the clues
and working out the answers. The feedback from the
parents was that they all had a fantastic time and
were so tired that they slept well at night.

Summer Holiday Club bookings are now being taken.
We will be running from Monday 24th July until
Friday 11th August. You can find booking forms on
our website: https://woodcotepreschool.co.uk our
Facebook page, Woodcote Preschool CIO or you can
email or phone us.

We still have spaces available if you would like your
child to join us and take children from 18 months to
school age. Please contact Wendy Powell on 01491

682300 or email woodcote.pre-school@hotmail.co.uk
if you would like more information or a visit.



https://woodcotepreschool.co.uk/
mailto:woodcote.pre-school@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:tscars@live.co.uk




m"’" www.thecabinpreschool.co.uk
01491 680854
= ' 10 |

t‘L y - \S Noo| Info@thecabinpraschool.co.uk
Cabin is & friendily pre-school in a great location within Weodoote Pranaty School

chiidren from 2 years old thiough to start af school

dedicated outdoor space plus access to the playground, field and climbeng frames

affer an excitng range of activibes including; French and sports

fMlexibile choice of sessions

Term tme, 9am - 3pm, early drop off and late stay available

Computer Problems?
PC misbehaving?

Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband,
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles,
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more.
Home and Business Support.

Windows and Mac.

01491 880036 or OTOGT 4TECEE4

mail@influentialcomputers. com

www._InfluentialComputers.com

Robin, Henry and Angus Fiercey
Influential Computers Lid - A Family Run Business Since 1984

Licenced Waste Carrier

cB/TM338s9sD
Not just a man with a van!

m I'm Brian, call for a free quote!
s

& 01491682346
07729 968753

2%
| recycle as much as | can! ‘ ’
also offered!

Local collection/delivery of large items including
eBay purchases, fridges, cookers, motorcycles etc

I Culn::lll bft.services@yahoo.com )

CHECKENDON PRESCHOOL

The children have been busy little bees, working
hard on creating some lovely art for Mother’s Day.
They have been drawing some wonderful pictures
and thinking hard about what their mummies like
best and incorporating this into their artwork. We
were all really pleased to welcome our mummies in
for the afternoon to join us for our Mother’s Day
Diddi Dance.

We have been enjoying watching the changes of
season, exploring all the new life that has been
popping up in our local environment. The children
have been delighted to see all our bulbs that were
planted start to appear and have enjoyed learning
how to look after these.

At Easter the children were busy with Easter craft,
creating Easter baskets and making Easter nest
treats in our Little Chefs sessions as well as having
fun with some Easter egg hunts through the woods,
park and local area. The children were also very
lucky to receive a visit from the Easter Bunny!

To find out more about Checkendon Preschool, do
visit our website www.checkendonpreschool.co.uk,
call us on 01491 682589, e-mail
preschoolcheckendon@gmail.com or just pop in — we
always look forward to welcoming you!

ﬁBOathOusE Tel: 01491 872394

Dental Surgety www.boothousedental.co.uk

Are Dental ,
Implants for you?

If you have missing teeth or loose fitting
dentures, the answer is YES!

THAMES

+Building Solutions Limited.

¥ Extensions
¥ Alterations

vratios The complete
¥ Brickwork building service
¥ Carpantry

¥ Floor & wall finlshes

TEL. 01491 680 389 / 07956 966 089

TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.
PUBLIC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,
EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.
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http://www.checkendonpreschool.co.uk/

CABIN PRESCHOOL

Welcome to Felicity and Raphael who will be joining
us this term. Spring sprung early for us this year as
we were delighted to be able to watch ten little eggs
all hatch in front of our eyes.

On Monday the children were so excited, they
gathered around the incubator to watch the eggs.
They kept popping back frequently to see if anything
had arrived. We did not expect any arrivals until
Wednesday.

On Tuesday I was delighted to see the children
running across the playground in anticipation of a
little chick and they were not disappointed. Later
that morning our first crack appeared, and the
chicks started pipping. Just as they were leaving for
the day, our very first chick arrived.

On Wednesday I was surprised to see five sets of eyes
looking at me and lots of chirping as I arrived at
work. Many of the children popped in even though it
was not their day closely followed by the parents.
We’re not sure who was most excited!

On Thursday, we had a complete set. And how noisy
it was! The children loved watching them walking
around and suddenly fall asleep standing up.

On Friday, we started holding them and decided on
names: Pecky, Brownie, Golden, Sleepy, and Chick
Chick. We certainly enjoyed learning how to hold,
clean and feed the chicks.

We spent the next week all gently caring for the little
chicks. All the children were so careful and gentle as
they each took it in turn to hold a chick. By the end
of the week the chicks were deciding upon who to sit.
They liked shoes and knees the best! The children
learnt that sitting still and quiet was the best way for
the chicks to investigate us. What fun!

Thank you so much to all the parents who
contributed to this experience and for our amazing
committee to fundraise to top up the finances.

To end the term, we held our annual Easter bonnet
parade. Most of our children with
parents/grandparents were able to join us. The
children paraded in their gorgeous hats that had all
been made at home. It was far too difficult to judge,
so I asked Mrs Snowden and three of her handsome
young boys to judge. They were great and not a bit
biased. We then had an Easter egg hunt and inside
for a quick game of sleeping bunnies/ chicks before
we had party food and the last reading of Little
Rabbit Foo Foo.

We do have some spaces available this term.
September might seem a long way away, but we are
having an increased number of enquiries. Should
you want a place for September it is never too early
to register. Call 01491 680854 to make an
appointment to look around or email
info@thecabinpreschool.co.uk for more information.
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A SELECTION OF PICTURES OF SPRING FLOWERS IN WOODCOTE

Martin Fowmes and Kerry Compton.

Photos courtesy of local residents Jackie Comrie, Laura Bilbe,
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THE BLACK LION

Freehold Public House

»~ John & Maggie

welcome you
Tel: 01491 680625

Heating, Plumbing
and Bathroom Installations

Neil McDougall

< Local plumber
< Over 20 years experience
< Gas Safe Registered

< Free estimates

Phone 01491 680141

neilandkathmcdougall@tiscali.co.uk

November Financial Services

We offer a comprehensive range of financial services

To arrange a FREE consultation please call
01491 683777 or email jp@novfin.co.uk

November Financial Services Ltd. is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Investments e Life Assurance ® Pensions

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice

We provide the highest quality
private dental work for all the
family in a relaxed, friendly
environment, ideal for nervous
and anxious patients.

Children’ e SR

can joinour \ A\
‘Kids club’ and gain
rewards and prizes
for healthy teeth.

Teiephone: 01189 474848

www.cavershamheightsdentalpractice.co.uk
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WOODCOTE WI NEWS

Ann Larden welcomed the members, visitors and
guests to our Annual Meeting. Patricia Solomons has
been our President for four years ably assisted by
our Vice President Ann Larden, they have steered us
through the covid lockdown when we couldn’t meet
and we thank them for all the committee for their
hard work.

We had a fun time playing skittles at Hithercroft
Sports Centre and a lovely lunch thank you to Matt
and Ann.

Celebrating their birthdays this month are Debbie
Black and Ann Rossiter.

The lunch club this month will go to the Coach and
Horses in Wallingford thank you to Sally Lambert for
organising this.

Sally Lambert was elected as our new President and
Betty Thomas gave a vote of thanks to Patricia
Solomons.

This was followed by a Beetle Drive which everyone
enjoyed, Doreen Knox won the Easter egg and Wendy
won the egg for the lowest points!

This was followed by a lovely tea thank you to Pat
Hunt and Kathy Brewer.

In May we will have our Resolutions meeting,
followed by a quiz.

Come and join us for a 2.30pm start on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall, we look
forward to seeing you!

Judy Williams

WOODCOTE’S 2023 TOAD PATROL

Woodcote’s toad patrol operates at Greenmoor Ponds
between Valentine’s Day and the night the clocks go
forward. A big thank you to everyone who helped out
on mild, wet evenings and also to the drivers who
slowed down giving us a chance to get out of your
way.

Before the toad patrol started, we were unsure what
impact last year’s devasting pollution incident in the
Lower Pond would have on this spring’s amphibian
migration. Hundreds of toads, frogs and newts, their
spawn and eggs, as well as all the fish and aquatic
invertebrates were killed by the pollution. There was
then an algal bloom after the summer heatwave. To
establish the current state of the ponds, the Parish
Council (the landowner) generously funded water
testing earlier this year. Everyone was delighted to
learn the independent laboratory analysis revealed
the pond water quality is once again good.

In typical English fashion, this year’s weather was
the biggest surprise — 23 of the 39 nights were too
chilly concentrating the majority of amphibian
movement into the last fortnight of toad patrol.
Overall, the number of amphibians the volunteers
assisted across the road to the safety of the ponds
was very similar to last year: 769 toads, 74 frogs and
98 newts. These animals will either have been
breeding for the first time this year or, if older, must



have already left the ponds, or had chosen not to
breed, last spring — male toads reach sexual maturity
when they are two years old, females when they are
three and females do not breed every year.

Amphibians are long-lived considering they are such
small animals and there is natural fluctuation in the
size of every local population. For example, periods
of dry weather can cause ponds to become shallow
making tadpoles vulnerable to predation by birds, or
for ponds to dry out before young have left. It
therefore remains to be seen how the lack of
recruitment of juveniles in 2022 will have
detrimentally affected the Greenmoor Ponds
population.

After mating, adult amphibians leave the pond and
head back to the territory they have established on
land. By now, tadpoles have developed from the toad
and frog spawn and the tadpoles are beginning to
resemble something close to tiny toads and frogs.
Newt eggs are starting to hatch into larvae rather
than tadpoles. The larvae have gills and will live
underwater for now, growing into newts over around
90 days. Under cover of darkness on wet summer
nights the young amphibians will leave the pond to
find a damp place to live in the woods, hedge
bottoms and our gardens.

We will never know the size of the population at
Greenmoor Ponds because the amphibians approach
from all directions, moving between dusk and dawn
when the weather is mild and damp. However, toad
patrollers tend to walk between the two T-junctions
at Greenmore/Whitehouse Road and Pot Kiln
Lane/Long Toll around dusk when it’s peak rush
hour, going home when the roads quieten. The
numbers above therefore reflect the number of
amphibians moving across the road when patrollers
were around.

This is completely different from the Henley to
Marlow Road toad patrol which may be familiar to
readers of The Henley Standard. That is one of the
largest assisted amphibian migrations in England
with numbers fluctuating annually between 2,500
and 10,500. There, the volunteers erect plastic
sheeting to form a temporary barrier every spring,
trapping the animals moving from the wood to the
pond. Every dusk, the Henley toad patrollers pick
up toads which reached the barrier the night before
and take them across the road to the pond. The
barrier is very effective, stopping animals in their
migration and reducing road mortality so the
number of amphibians the volunteers record
provides a good estimate of the total size of the local
population unlike in Woodcote.

If you'd like to lend a hand next year, Woodcote’s
toad patrollers will be back on duty next February so
email info@woodcotecg.org.uk to find out how to get
involved.

Woodcote Conservation Group
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W MADE TO MEASURE
//Curtains, Blinds, Cushion Covers et
=

e

| at Competitive Prices

Call CAROLINE on 07815 610007

T Tomalin &Son
Funeral Directors
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits  Pre-paid funeral plans  Full written estimate
Woodland funerals | Religious & non-religious services  Competitive prices

Call Bruce Jones or Claire Jones

01491 573370

www.tomalins.co.uk office@tomalins.co.uk
Anderson House, 18 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

Golden
T @ Chartey
Johe *
A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

Fireplace 432,
Magic)ms

Fires, Stoves & Fireplaces

Installation
HETAS registered
Woodburner servicing

10% DISCOUNT

ON CHIMNEY SWEEPING
IF QUOTE "CORRESPONDENT"
Showroom at: 45 Prospect Street, Caversham RG4 81B
Telephone: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

* Chimney sweeping

R Hazell Recycling Waste
Licence Waste Carrier - CB/QP3698MJ
Waste Management Licence No. WML86315
4yd skip - £170 + VAT
6yd skip - £240 + VAT
8yd skip - £290 + VAT
12yd skip - £390 + VAT
Roll On/Roll Off Skips Also Available

Ring 01491 699101

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
KAREN L.PHILLIPS D.O.

WOODCOTE PRACTICE 01491 684060
Flexible appointment times
Private Health Insurance Provider
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CORONATION FUN

Remember the Coronation Chicken dish invented in
1953 to celebrate the Queen’s Coronation? Well to
celebrate the King’s Coronation, there will be three
new dishes for people to serve up at parties on the
day: Coronation Roast Rack of Lamb with Asian-style
Marinade, Coronation Aubergine, and Strawberry
and Ginger Trifle. They sound quite interesting, don’t
they? If you end up making them, let us know how
they turn out!

In the meantime, here are some fun facts about the
Royal Family which you may or may not know...

Coronations have been held at Westminster Abbey
for over 900 years.

The Queen’s Coronation was the first to be televised,
watched by 27 million people in the UK alone.

The Queen and Prince Philip were third cousins,
sharing the same great, great grandmother (Queen
Victoria)

At Buckingham Palace, the Queen practised for her
Coronation by using sheets tied together to represent
her robes.

The Queen owned over 30 dogs during her lifetime.

King Charles is the first Royal Heir to have gained a
university degree (from Cambridge).

King Charles drives a 38-year-old Aston Martin that
runs on wine (wine-derived bioethanol, to be
precise...)

WHITCHURCH & GORING HEATH
HISTORY SOCIETY

Our last lecture this spring is a different take on the
history of the two World Wars of the twentieth
century. Sue Smith will be telling us about the
humanitarian relief work across Europe of the
Friends’ Ambulance Unit, a little-known service of
non-combatants.

All are welcome to join us at the Goring Heath Parish
Hall on Thursday May 20th at 7.00pm for coffee and
a talk at 7.30pm. Non-members fee is £3, to include
coffee and biscuits.

We shall have a stall at the fete at Whitchurch Hill at
the end of May, and in June and July there are
members’ only outings, usually involving a pub
lunch. After a break in August our meetings return
on 21st September with a lecture by Mike Cooper.



It costs only £12 to be a member, why not come
along and join wus? Contact Vicky Jordan
vickyjordan5@hotmail.com

WHAT’S ON AT THE CORN EXCHANGE,
WALLINGFORD IN MAY 2023

All regular performances normally start at 7:30pm
unless stated otherwise. The bar and auditorium will
open from 7pm so there’s plenty of time to collect
drinks beforehand. We are also showing films on
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons at 2:30pm.
Please look at the website for updates.

Tickets £10 for adults and £5 for under 15s unless
otherwise stated.

Cinema

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
Monday, 1st May, 7:30pm
Tuesday, 2nd May, 7:30pm
Wednesday, 3rd May, 2:30pm
Wednesday, 3rd May, 7:30pm
Thursday, 4th May, 7:30pm
Friday, S5th May, 7:30pm

Love According to Dalva (15)
Tuesday, 9th May, 7:30pm
Wednesday, 10th May, 2:30pm
Wednesday, 10th May, 7:30pm
Brainwashed: Sex-Camera-Power
Sunday, May 28th May, 7:30pm
Monday, May 29th May, 7:30pm
Live Screenings

Sleeping Beauty from the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden

Tuesday, 30th May, 7:15pm

The Sleeping Beauty holds a very special place in The
Royal Ballet’s heart and history. It was the first
performance given by the Company when the Royal
Opera House reopened at Covent Garden in 1946
after World War II. In 2006, this original staging was
revived and has been delighting audiences ever
since. Frederick Ashton famously cited the pure
classicism of Marius Petipa’s 19th-century ballet as a
private lesson in the atmospheric art and craft of
choreography. Be swept away by Tchaikovsky’s
ravishing music and Oliver Messel’s sumptuous
fairytale designs with this true gem from the classical
ballet repertory.

Tickets: £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under
18s)

Best of Enemies (15) filmed live at the Noel
Coward Theatre, London

Thursday, 1st June, 7pm

David Harewood (Homeland) and Zachary Quinto
(Star Trek) play feuding political rivals in James
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Graham’s (Sherwood) multiple award-winning new
drama. In 1968 America, as two men fight to become
the next president, all eyes are on the battle between
two others: the cunningly conservative William F.
Buckley Jr., and the unruly liberal Gore Vidal.
During a new nightly television format, they debate
the moral landscape of a shattered nation. As beliefs
are challenged and slurs slung, a new frontier in
American politics is opening and television news is
about to be transformed forever. Jeremy Herrin (All
My Sons) directs this blistering political thriller.

Tickets: £18 (adults), £15 (seniors), £10 (under 18s)
Live on Stage

Sheila’s Island performed by the Sinodun Players
Tuesday, 24th May to Saturday, 27th May, 7:45pm

Imagine you are sitting at work and an email comes
into your inbox: “You have been selected to take part
in a team building exercise in the Lake District in
November ...” How might you react? “Oh no!” or
“What a lovely opportunity to get to know my
colleagues”. The above would be the prelude to what
takes place in Sheila’s Island. Four women are put in
a team and they somehow end up on an island in the
middle of Lake Windermere.

The play shows us how these characters react to this
less-than-ideal situation and what transpires is both
funny and moving. Tim Firth gives us a script full of
dark humour and well-observed insights into how we
all might react to impending disaster. A comedy in
thick fog. Four women from different parts of the
country are brought together for probably one of the
worst team building exercises ever. They are
stranded on a small island in the Lake District after
one incident and the elected team captain struggles
to keep her team morale up as the group face a
variety of issues such as hunger, cold weather, and a
possible killer, as well as their own interpersonal
issues.

Tickets: £12, £9 (Tuesday night)
Coming Soon

Il Trovatore Live from the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden

Tuesday, 13th June, 7:15pm

A co-production with Opernhaus Zurich. Passions
run high as Manrico and the Count di Luna compete
for the affections of Leonora. Little do they know,
Manrico’s mother Azucena has been keeping a
terrible secret for decades. Soon a curse from the
past will rise up from the ashes with devastating
implications for them all. Antonio Pappano conducts
Verdi’s dramatic score, which features the famous
‘Anvil’ chorus. Sung in Italian with English subtitles.

Tickets: £18 (adults), £15 (seniors), £10 (under 18s)



The Landscape Group Oxford

GARDEN, GROUNDS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

We have maintained the village for the Parish Council
and also provide the following for local residents:

e Garden and Grounds Maintenance
* Fencing and Turfing

® Hedge Cutting and Tree Work

* Drives, Patios and Landscaping

¢ House and Garden Clearance

blic Liability Insurance. Tr aj 3 Standards Appraved
' D .

250 vati ties and colours of basket |
paﬁ lants all grown

\ ('\P) nursery |

i
i \Q HANGING BASKET |
2 SPECIALISTS .
7
& ? BEDDING &
d ﬂ CONTAINER PLANTS
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" VEGETABLES
lants & HERBS
Seasonal ing: o
Apciluly & Soptibor siovember PERENNIALS,
7 days a week - See website for detalls CLIMBERS & SHRUBS

or andy@purelyplants.co.uk 01491 833 831 w: www.purelyplants.co.uk

Purely Plants Nursery, 1423 Wantage Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 OLU

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
SUPPLIED & FITTED (BS3621)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS GRILLES BARS

ALL AREAS COVERED CALL OUT
SERVICE
01491 FULL MEMBER
OF BRITISH
680216 LOCKSMITH
Crestwell House, Beech Lane INSTITUTE

WOODCOTE, READING

@

&) Beacon Flooring
A Family Run Business
Carpet Wood

Karndean Vinyl

Free fitting on carpet orders over £150

16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095

beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk
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TULIPS: A BRIEF HISTORY

There are plenty of tulips to enjoy at this time of
year. But what is the origin of the tulip? It was
originally a wild flower growing in Central Asia. It
was cultivated by the Turks and the name ‘tulip’
comes from the Turkish word for turban.

In the early 18% century, the Tulip Era began with
tulip festivals popping up and a widespread ban on
buying or selling tulips outside of the Turkish
capital.

In the 1590s, a Turkish friend of Carolus Clusius, an
Austrian biologist, gifted him with a few tulips. They
were planted in the Botanical Garden in Leiden,
Holland; this was the start of the bulb explosion in
the Netherlands that can be seen today.

By the 17t century, the flower’s popularity was huge
and bulbs were selling for unbelievably high prices.
Hybrids of the flower were being developed and
owning unusual specimens became a sign of high
status.

Tulipomania took off in the Netherlands with some
varieties costing more than the price of a house!
Then the inevitable crash came in 1637 when people
came to their senses again regarding prices but
tulips remained an ever-popular flower.

Nowadays there are many tulip varieties, including
frilled petal versions. Did you know that the frilly
petals were originally the result of a virus infection,
transmitted by a louse that lived on potatoes and
peaches? The frilled versions we buy now are a
genetically stable, hybrid version of these so there is
no cause for concern. Long live the tulip!




WHITCHURCH ON THAMES
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

We meet on alternate Wednesday evenings from 8pm
at  Whitchurch Village Hall, Manor Road,
Whitchurch. RG8 7EU. On the other alternate
Wednesdays, we have Zoom meetings where we
feature top level speakers from the world of
photography. On the ‘Live’ evenings in the hall, we
also have our own members giving talks on a wide
range of subjects. Have a look at our website-
www.wotphoto.co.uk

On Wednesday 3rd May, we have a Zoom meeting
entitled JUDGES AND COMPOSITION presented by
Peter Warner ARPS.

On Wednesday 10th May we have our PICTURE OF
THE YEAR competition which will be judged by Micki
Aston CPAGB Mclod.

On Wednesday 17th May we have another Zoom
meeting entitled AN ORGAN BUIDER AND HIS
CAMERA and this will be presented by Charles Hall.

On Wednesday 24th May we have our annual
MONOCHROME DIGITAL competition and the judge
will be Steven Galvin LRPS.

The May programmes finishes on 31st May with
another Zoom meeting titled WEIRD AND
WONDERFUL... ISH and will be presented by Phil
Cooling.

During the season we have battles against other
clubs, and internal competitions where there are
trophies to be won in the six rounds of ladder
competitions for digital images which consist of both
open and set subjects, also there are the Natural
History and Monochrome trophies up for grabs!
Come and visit us to see what we have to offer; you
will receive a warm welcome.



http://www.wotphoto.co.uk/

READING RSPB GROUP ACTIVITIES

Back in March twelve of us met up for a morning
walk round Otmoor RSPB reserve to the north-east of
Oxford and we once again beat the forecast and had
sunny intervals instead of the threatened rain. This
is a large reserve of water meadows, pools and
reedbeds so attracts a good selection of birds. Soon
after arriving we saw a massive flock of Golden Plover
flying high, attracting a Peregrine which tried
unsuccessfully to catch one of them. Then a Marsh
Harrier appeared but decided hunting over the
marshes was easier and gave us good views as it
went back and forth. Good numbers of Wigeon,
Shoveler and Teal were feeding in the marshes and
there was one pair of Pintails. A distant white blob
was a lovely Great White Egret who is the same size
as a Grey Heron but completely white with a yellow
bill. By the hide we enjoyed a rare sight of lots of
Reed Buntings feeding on seed scattered on the
ground with Linnets, Chaffinches, Goldfinches and
Yellowhammers. A very enjoyable morning and we
recorded 47 species of bird.

In April our programme continued with a talk on
11th by Rob Sheldon on the Conservation of Globally
Threatened Birds and then on 9th May RSPB Otmoor
Site Manager David Wilding will give a talk entitled
“The Otmoor Story”.

On 7th May early risers can meet at Clayfield Copse
at Sam for a dawn chorus walk and on 16th May
there will be a trip by car to Pamber Forest near
Tadley.

All indoor meetings are held in Pangbourne Village
Hall starting at 8pm. Visitors are very welcome.
There is an entrance fee of £5 for non-members,
juniors half price. New members are always welcome
with annual membership set at a modest £15 (£10
for juniors).

For more information visit
https://group.rspb.org.uk/reading

Male Goosander by Marilyn Hockey
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CHOLSEY CONCERTS

John Kirkpatrick is one of the most enduring
favourites of the folk music world, regularly wowing
audiences with his consummate skill and verve as a
squeezebox player, singer and composer. Whether
he’s on concertina, melodeon or his huge button
accordion, reports tell that John is playing better
than ever and you can see him at The Cholsey
Pavilion on Saturday 13th May, courtesy of
Concerts@Cholsey. Doors open at 7pm for 7.45pm
start. There will be a moderately priced real-ale bar

and support by the additional voices and
squeezeboxes of Three Pressed Men.
Tickets are just &£10 in advance from

concerts@cholsey.com or 01491 652295, or £12 at
the door - if not sold out as expected.

HENLEY AND DISTRICT STAMP CLUB

As the King’s Coronation takes place on the 6th May,
the new stamps with the King’s profile will be issued.
We will now be losing the use of the stamps with the
Queen’s head.

The Henley stamp club is a friendly group and we
would be delighted to see new visitors or members.

To learn more about stamps and postal history why
not visit us at Bix one Wednesday evening? You can
then meet people who find postal history and the
story of stamps fascinating too.

On Wednesday 10th May, we will have a guest
speaker, Paul Watkins, to give a talk about what was
happening in WWII-France.

On Wednesday 24t May, we will have our annual
AGM followed by displays with the subject North
America.

Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
the month in Bix Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Further details can be obtained by phoning Brian on
01491 681739 or on our website: -

www.henleyphilatelic.org.uk


mailto:concerts@cholsey.com
http://www.henleyphilatelic.org.uk/

MAY CROSSWORD

Across

1  Crowning endorsement (10)

9  Deliveries before last lap I'll run off (9)

10 Cut back is past (3)

11 Snake has one share of ambition (10)

13 Celebs need one way up (6)

15 Show a little red meat (6)

17 Mum joins botanic garden crew as top up (10)

21 A pair leads the work overseas (3)

22 Nice storm destroyed internal links ( 9)

23 Might develop into spring display (3,7)

Down

2 Nothing to write inside (4)

3 None take a smaller sister to watering hole (5)

4  Sharp US spies return to arrest detectives (6)

5 Me? I fall out of notoriety (3,4)

6  Fresh location making opening bulletin (4,4)

7  Byways artist turns into for club (7)

8 Reserve work (4)

12 Support space behind the scenes (8)

13 Problem with a craft going round island (7)

14 Noisily seethe about War department? Initially
yes! (7)

16 Papa is to start loading weapon (6)

18 Ruth’s surgery stings (5)

19 Shove backup quietly (4)

20 Strongbox even found here (4)
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APRIL CROSSWORD SOLUTION

MAY CORONATION QUIZ

Who was crowned at Westminster
Abbey on Christmas Day 1066?

Who was the first ruler to be crowned
at Westminster Abbey?

When was Westminster
consecrated?

Abbey

Why was Westminster Abbey so
named?

Who were the only joint monarchs to
be crowned at the Abbey?

Who spent so little money on his
Coronation that it was called the
‘penny coronation’?

Who crowns the monarch?

What object did the Coronation Chair
enclose?

What does the eagle shaped ampulla

hold?

10. Whose crown is placed on the
monarch’s head during the
crowning.

ANSWERS
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

Regular Weekly Events
Every Sunday
** Holy Communion 8.00am
** For other church services see page 2
Every Monday

** Youth Club - Juniors (year 7’s). Woodcote Village
Hall. 7.15pm-8.45pm

Every Tuesday

** Youth Club - Seniors (years 8, 9 & 10) Woodcote
Village Hall 7.15pm-8.45pm

Every Thursday

** Rhymetime for pre-schoolers. Woodcote Library
10.15am-10.45am

** Chance To Chat. Community Centre Lion’s Den
2.30pm-4pm

MAY DATES
Mon *  South Stoke May Fayre. South Stoke.
1st 12pm
Tues * BMMHS Zoom Talk: 'Battle of the Bulge'.
2nd Email zoom@bmmbhs.org. 7.30pm
Wed *  Wallingford U3A meeting. Crowmarsh
3rd Village Hall. 2pm
*  Whitchurch Photographic Society Zoom
meeting: 'Judges and Composition'. 8pm
Thur * Wallingford Photographic Club end of
4th season competition. Crowmarsh Pavilion.
7.30pm
Tues * Board Games Club for adults. Woodcote
9th Library. 3pm-4.30pm
Wed *  Henley & District Stamp Club talk:
10th 'World War II France'. Bix Village Hall.
7.30pm
* BMMHS Talk: 'Lawrence of Arabia - Man,
Movie and Myth'. Woodcote Village Hall.
7.30pm
*  Whitchurch Photographic Society:
Picture of the Year Competition.
Whitchurch Village Hall. 8pm
Thur @ * Wallingford Photographic Club AGM.
11th Crowmarsh Pavilion. 7.30pm
Sat *  Coffee Shop in aid of St. Leonard's
13th Church. Woodcote Community Centre.
10am-12.30pm
* | Concerts@Cholsey present: John
Kirkpatrick in concert. Cholsey Pavilion.
7.45pm
Tues * Wallingford & District Art Club
16th demonstration: 'Urban Landscape,
Acrylic ink/watercolour'. Centre 70,
Wallingford. 7.30pm
Wed *  Woodcote WI meeting. Woodcote Village
17th Hall. 2.30pm

24

SMALL ADS

LOCAL HANDYMAN :: No job too small. DIY jobs in
and around the home. Kitchen and bathroom reno-
vations undertaken. Call James 07961 882281

MAY DATES (Continued)

Whitchurch Photographic Society Zoom
meeting: 'An Organ Builder and His
Camera'. 8pm

17th

Thur * Whitchurch & Goring Heath History
18th Society talk: 'The Friends Ambulance
Unit'. Goring Heath Parish Hall. 7.30pm
Sat *  Coffee Shop in aid of FOWPS. Woodcote
20th Community Centre. 10am-12.30pm
*  Cholsey Repair Café. Cholsey Pavilion.
llam-1.45pm
Wed *  Henley & District Stamp Club AGM. Bix
24th Village Hall. 7.30pm
*  Whitchurch Photographic Society:
Monochrome Digital Competition.
Whitchurch Village Hall. 8pm
Sat * Saturday Crafts: Elmer Day Colourful
27th Fun! Woodcote Library. 10.30am-
11.30am
*  Whitchurch Hill Fete. Whitchurch Hill
village green. 2pm-4pm
Wed *  Whitchurch Photographic Society Zoom
31st meeting: 'Weird and Wonderful.....ish'.
8pm

FORTHCOMING DATES IN JUNE

BMMHS Zoom Talk: 'They Shoot Spies -
the untold story of a remarkable female
agent'. Email zoom@bmmhs.org. 7.30pm

Tues *
6th

Wed *  Wallingford U3A meeting. Crowmarsh
7th Village Hall. 2pm
*  Whitchurch Photographic Society AGM.
Whitchurch Village Hall. 8pm
Sat * | Coffee Shop in aid of St. Leonard's Flower
10th Team. Woodcote Community Centre.
10am-12.30pm
*  Stoke Row Steam Rally. Hill Bottom,
Whitchurch Hill.
Sun * | Stoke Row Steam Rally. Hill Bottom,
11th Whitchurch Hill.

CLOSING THOUGHT

Isn’t it funny how day by day nothing
changes but when you look back,
everything is different.

(C.S.Lewis)




